r470. 7  :> 

Exil 

1519203 


REF 


ACPL  ITEM 
DISCARDED 


c*'  V 


ENGLISH  LINGUISTICS 

1500 — 1800 

(A  Collection  of  Facsimile  Reprints) 


Selected  and  Edite d  by 
R.  C.  ALSTON 


No.  206 


THE  SCOLAR  PRESS  LIMITED 
MENS  TON,  ENGL  AND 
1969 


AN  EXAMEN  OF  THE  WAY 
OF  TEACHING  THE  LATIN 

TONGUE 

1669 


A  Scolar  Press  Facsimile 


THE  SCOLAR  PRESS  LIMITED 
MENS  TON,  ENGLAND 
1969 


THE  SCOLAR  PRESS  LIMITED 
20  Main  Street,  Menston,  Yorkshire,  England 


Printcd  in  Great  Britain  by 
The  Scolar  Press  Limited 
Menston,  Yorkshire ,  England 


1510203 


NOTE 

Reproduced  (original  size)  by  permission  of  the 
Trustées  of  the  British  Muséum.  Shelf-mark: 
C.33  .a. 24. 

The  following  treatise  is  a  translation  of  a  French 
work,  originally  published  (according  to  J.  T. 
Philipps)  in  1668  with  the  title  Examen  de  la  Maniéré 
d’Enseigner  le  Latin  aux  Enfans. Phillips  refers  to  this 
work  in  the  préfacé  to  his  translation  of  Tanaquil 
Le  Fevre’s  Compendious  Way  oj  Teaching  the  Learned 
Languages  (London,  1721): 

I  shall  insert  here  another  Example  of 
a  Boy  in  Paris,  who  learn’d  to  speak 
Latin  by  Use  alone,  and  could  express 
himself  properly  on  any  Subject, 
suitable  to  his  tender  Age,  when  but 
four  Years  old:  . . .  This  book  [Examen] 
has  been  translated  into  English,  and 
printed  in  London,  1669,  for  the  sake 
of  those  .  .  .  to  make  use  of  this 
Method .  . . 

(Pages  15-16) 

Copies  of  the  1669  translation  are  uncommon, 
and  only  six  hâve  been  located:  British  Muséum; 
Bodleian  Library  (8°.R.I20  Theol);  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge;  Emmanuel  College,  Cambridge;  Sion 
College,  London;  University  of  Texas. 

Reference:  Wing  E  3707. 
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EXAMEN 

Of  the  Way  of 

Teaching  the  Latine  Tongne 
to  Little  Children,  by 

Vfe  alone. 


C  H  A  P.  I. 

Tbe  Occajion  of  tbis  Writing. 


is  fome  Months  fince,that 
chere  was  much  difeoutfe 
at  Paris  about  a  young 
Child ,  knowing  no  other 
Language,  but  Latin,  and  ufing 
the  Came  as  other  Infants  do  their 
Mother-tong.  A  perfon  of quality 

B  having 


2  a  ncü)  fonpof  ^cncljiitff  CTjtltueit 

having  made  mention  of  it  to  the 
King  ,  his  vvould  fee  it  ;  and 

thereupon  it  was  feen  by  ail  the 
Court.  Every  body  difcourfed  of 
the  confidence  of  the  Child,  ofthe 
pretty  things  it  fpake  and  of  its man- 
ner  of  fpeaking  them.  Ihave  feen 
ic  tvvice,  and  entertain’d  it  well  nigh 
three  hours5  and  muft  confefs ,  it  fur- 

Erifed  me  ,  notwithftanding  ail  I  had 
eard  faid  of  it  before5to  its  advan- 
tage. 

This  Child  had  not  yet  four  y  car  s. 
I  found  it  very  chearful,  adlive  and 
confident*  and  withall  obferv’d  judg- 
mentandagood  nature  in  ail  it  did. 
I  fpoke  to  it  of  many  things  ?  which 
was  impoflible,  it  could  fore-fee. 
It  underftood  very  well  ail  I  faid  to 
It ,  and  anfwer’d  me  with  fuch  frank- 
nefs,  chat  whatfoever  Imay  fpeakeof 
it,  Ifliall  never  make  it  appeare  fo 
muchj  as  it  is.  1  hâve  not  heard  it 
ipeakone  word  P  which  was  not  pro- 

per 
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per  *  and  it  hath  ev'n  the  dexterity  co 
vary  the  expreffions ,  when  ic  is  obü- 
g’d  to  fay  often  the  famé  thing.  Je 
commits  no  fault  in  the  Inflexions , 
and  is  not  only  exa&  in  what  it  fpeaks, 
but  with  a  ftrange  quicknefs  taketh 
upand  corredls  thofe,  thatfpeaknot 
right.  Some  body  having  ask’d  it , 
Vbiibis  â  frantiiofli  reâifi’d  him,fay- 
ing ,  Quo  ibis  i  An  other  faying , 
Conjcendere  inequo ,  he  reply’d’  E- 
quum  dnfcenderc'.  Another  ufing  the 
Word  Agafo .  to  fignifîe  a  Groom  of 
the  Stable ,  this  Child  at  firft  percei- 
ved  not  this  impropriety  5  but  one  of 
them,  that  were  prefent  giving  it  to 
underftand,  that  they  were  fpeaking 
of  a  man  that  leads  a  horfe ,  he  fug- 
gefted  the  word  Equife  to  him  that 
had  committed  this  faulc.  Which 
fevv  Inftances  may  lherV,  what  ex- 
aftnefs  it  obferves  in  Word  s.  Inftan- 
cesalfo  might  be  given  for  a  mark 
of  ics  Iudgement  in  fuch  particulars , 
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asoccurrcd  whereic  was,  if  vvewere 
not  to  Iudge  ©f  the  Education  of  a 
Child,  rather  by  the  connexion  and 
fcquele  ofall  itswords,  thanby  cer¬ 
tain  particular  occurrences  •  there  be- 
ing  almoft  no  Child  ,  vvhich  occafi- 
onally  will  not  fay  fomething  or  o- 
ther,whichis  furprifing. 

Evciy  body  will  eafily  guefs,  that 
this  Child  can  never  hâve  had  other 
Rules  for  its  language,  than  vfe  and 
Conversation,  The  Father  thereof  was 
happy  infinding  two  friends  honeft 
and  able,  vvho  asked  ic  ofhimupon 
its  being  wean’d.  ’T is  manifeft,  that 
they  haveomitted  nothing  that  mighc 
ferve  either  for  giving  it  the  purity 
of  the  language,  or  for  pofleflîng  ic 
with  good  Manners-,  and  that  their 
cheif  care  and  induftry ,  to  render  the 
Child  whatit  is ,  confifted,  as  for 
Manners ,  in  fpeaking  ail  things  to 
ic  with  diferetion,  in  removing  it 
from  ail  evill  Examples ,  andin  pre- 

fenting 
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fenting  to  itnothing  but  what  was 
harmlcfs  and  honeft  ;  and  whac  con- 
cern’d  th cLangtugc,  in  ufing  none  bue 
proper  and  fit  words,  and  in  reprehen- 
ding  in  its  prefence  thofe ,  that  fpoko 
falfc.This  is  the  reflexion,which  a  very 
Wife  and  very  Vertaous  PrinceflTe 
madenpon  this  Child,  afterihe  had 
feen  it  above  an  hotir  converfe  with 
a  Perfonof  quaüty;  adding,  That, 
how  advantagious  fotver  the  v/ay  of 
teaching  a  Language  (which  is  lefic 
no  Yvhere  bue  in  Books)  might  fecm 
to  her,  yet  Aie  was  farr  more  fur- 
prifed  at  the  Opcnnefs  of  the  un- 
derfianding  of  this  Child  ,  than  its 
Abihty  in  fpeaking  this  Language  j 
although  ilie  believed  ,  that  the  way, 
wherin  it  had  been  tanght ,  had  much 
contributed  tomakeitfo  rationaland 
fo  well  difpofed,  as  it  was. 

Now  the  fucccfs  of  this  Educa¬ 
tion  ^  the  Importance  of  Learning 
Arts  and  Sciences,  wherevvith  the 

B  S  Latin 
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Latin  Tong  is  fo  much  link’d ,  and 
the  extrême  difficulty  there  is  in  the 
Common  ways  of  learning  it ,  hâve 
miniflred  unto  me  fome  thoughts 
and  confiderations ,  which  I  judgtd 
\vere  notamifs  to  bepucin  writing  ; 
although  I  thinknot,I  fliall  perfuade 
ail ,  that  fliall  take  the  pains  of  rea- 
ding  them  ;  and  although  I  alfo  know, 
that  many  of  thofe ,  who  fliall  hâve 
the  famé  thoughts  vvith  me,  fliall 
not  be  in  a  condition  to  put  them  in 
execution  and  praftife,  forwantei- 
ther  of  a  fubjedi ,  or  of  perfons  cou¬ 
pable  to  make  fuch  an  attempt 
ïuccesfull, 


CHAI 
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C  H  A  P.  II. 

Tbat  thh  rt’ay  of  Tc.tcbing 
lattguagcs  is  yery  Anticnj , 
and  infalliblc. 

ÎN  the  mean  time,  there  is  nothing 
more  Natural3nor  morelnfaliible, 
than  this  fuccefs  >■  and  I  wonderlefs, 
that  the  M  allers  of  this  Chili  refol- 
ved  to  inftruâit.  after  this  manner, 
than  that  ail  the  world  does  not 
thelike.  For  firjl, no  man  is  igno¬ 
rant  ,  that  fince  the  beginning  ot  the 
World  unto  this  day  every  one  hath 
learnt  his  Mother-tongn?/>^,yf  Rides, 
and  fpokenitbetter,  than  any  other. 
Secevdly ,  as  to  forrain  Languages, 
ail  knowlikewife ,  that  the  Ihortell, 
fureft  and  eafieft  means  of  learning 
them,  is.to  goe  into  the  Contry’s, 
wherethey  areVulgar,  whereRuIes 

B  4  are 
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arencedlefs  to  learn  thcm.  7hirdtjy 
Vis  alfo  knowne  ,  that  MonUgnt  learnt 
the  Latin  tongue  from  the  Breaft  ; 
tvhich  way  of  learnipg  it  fucceeded 
fo  well  j  that  this  Example  alone  was 
fufficient  to  encourage  the  attempt 
of  thofe,whom  vvenow  fpeak  of. 

There  is  therefore  noreafon  at  ail 
to  vvonder  cither  at  the  undertaking, 
or  the  fuccefs.  Mean  while  ’tis  Iuft, 
to  give  them,  in  both ,  the  honour 
due  unto  them.  thoughthe 

Way  propof  d  be  Infalliblc ,  yet 
’tis  certain  ?  that  there  are  not  many 
perfons  fit  to  accomplit  fo  jeadily 
and  fo  fully,  what  theyhave  done. 
And  I  cannot  fay  ,  that  the  rrfeering 
tvith  a  child  of  good  naturaî  parts 
hath  muchhelped  them.  For,  be- 
fides  that  Children  ,  whether  they 
be  fprightly  or  no  ,  learn  almoft  equal- 
ly  well  their  Mother-  tong  D  it  appears 
not,  that  this  Child ,  we  fpeak  of, 
had  any  advantage  of  that  nature 

above 
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above  many  others.  Me  thinks ,  I 
obferve  nothing  more  in  him,  thon 
2  habit  of  reaioning  ,  and  a  certain 
cfociblenefs ,  vvhich  feems  to  procecd 
from  nothing  elfe  ,  than  from  the 
manner,  which  thofe  that  hâve  taught 
him ,  lived  and  converfed  with  him 
in.  And  I  am  confirm'd  in  this 
thought  by  the  Example  of  two  o- 
ther  Children  very  young,that  are  en- 
tred  into  the  famé  conduit  ,  and  that 
hâve  almoft  nothing  Childiih  in  them, 
but  the  Motions  and  gaynefs,  which 
are  infeparable  from  that  âge, 
and  which  arefo  neceflaiyforit. 

Second!)  ,  the  Example  of  Mon¬ 
tagne  did  not  much  remove  the  doubts, 
which  might  rationally  occur  in 
this  matter  .  We  know  nothing 
ofit ,  but  what  himfelf  faith  of  it5 
and  it  might  be  doubted5  Whether 
the  Eflay ,  that  was  made  of  this 
method  upon  his  perfon  had  ail  the; 
fuccefs,  he  relatahi  this  Author 

having 
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having  with  the  qualities ,  thac  ren¬ 
tier  him  efteem’d ,  the  ill  repute  of 
fetcing  too  high  a  prize  on  thofe 
^  things ,  that  were  advantagious  to 
^  him  ,  or  which  he  beiieved  to  be  fuch. 
It  might  alfo  be  doubted  ,  W  hether 
the  thing  would  fucceed  in  fo  popu- 
lous  a  City  ,  as  Paris  ,  and  with  per- 
fons  not  lodging  alone  ,  and  not  be- 
icg  mafters  of  thofe ,  they  lodge 
with  5  ic  having  fucceeced  inthefo- 
litudes  of  Pcrigort ,  and  in^aCaftle, 
whcre  ail  obeyed  Montagne  s  Father, 
who  had  impofed  filence  to  ail  that 
were  about  hisfon,  thofe  excepted, 
that  could  fpeak  Latin  to  him. 

Laftlj ,  it  might  be  fear’d,  that 
either  the  thing  would  not  fucceed, 
or  it  would  be  requifite  to  maintain 
a  number  of  good  Latwifls  about 
this  Child,  as  the  Father  of  M en- 
tagne  had  done  about  his Son,  which 
would  hâve  caufed  great  expenfes. 

It  is  eafie,to  fatisfy  ail  thefe  doubts 
■  53  after 
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aftet  the  Event  ;  but  it  was  not  fo 
eafie  to  forefee  it ,  and  yetlefs  eafie, 
well  to  manage  fuch  a  defigne. 
Whenone  fees  things  done,  they  are 
not  found  difficult ,  and  often  they 
are  found  the  more  eafy  and  the  more 
natural ,  the  more  pains  they  hâve 
coft  to  do  them.  Noching  ap- 
pears  more  eafy  to  invent ,  than 
Fr'tnting  and  the  Sea-cmpafs ,  and 
nothing  more  obvious ,  than  to  dif- 
cover  the  Circulation  ef  the  Blood.  The 
Principes  of  it  hâve  been  knotvn 
more  than  1 800.  yearsagoe.  There 
wanted  nothing,  but  to  make  de- 
du&ions.  And  yet  the  World  hath 
been,  as  ’uvere,  afleep  untill  thefe 
later  times,  in  things  ofthat  impor¬ 
tance,  which  now  appear  fo  dear 
and  eafy.,  that  it  feems  not  crédible , 
either  that  they  Ihould  not  hâve  been 
underftood ,  or  that  there  Ihould 
hâve  interpofed  the  leaft  difficult  y  in 
putting  them  in  execution.  But  we 

doe 
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doe  not  therefore  efteem  thofc  the 
lefs  3  that  havefhew'd  them  us  ;  for, 
either  we  muft  univerfally  difcfteem 
ail  men,  that  hâve  been  before  us, 
for  not  having  found  thofe  things, 
îvhich  prefented  themfelves  to  them 
as  ’twere  ofcheic  ovvn  accord  5  orwe 
are  highly  to  efteem  thofe,  whohad 
theWit;  and  Iudgement  to  fee  thofe 
confequences,  whîch  fo  many  men 
had  not  perceived  for  fo  many  Âges. 

I  think,  Idoe  not  ufe  too  much 
cxaggeration ,  when  I  compare  this 
mannerof  teaching  Infants  Latin  with 
the  Invention  of  Printing  and  the  Sca- 
Comfafs ,  and  to  the  Difcovery  of 
the  Bioods  Circulation  >  and  pofîibly 
thofe  ,  that  fhallread  this,  will  Iudge 
of  it  as  I  dqe,  when  tbey  (hall  hâve 
confidcred  •  firft,  How  important  it 
is  to  know  the  Latin  tongue.  Second - 
ljy  The  advantages,  that  occurrc 
in  this  mariner  of  teaching  it,  to 

Jtnotf 
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know  itwcll.  Tbirdly,  The  confe- 
quences  of  thofe  advancages. 


CH  A  P.  in. 

The  importance  of  the  Latin 

• 

TIs  needlefs ,  to  infift  much  up- 
on  the  fliewing  the  Importance 
of  the  Latin  Tongue,  ’Tisknownto 
ail ,  that  there  is  no  publick  Profe- 
flîon  ofany  fcience  to  be  made(tbe 
Mathmaticks  perhaps  exccptîd) 
vvithout  knowing  that  Tong.  Noî 
that  it  is  abfolutely  nectffary  fortin: 
Learning  of  eny  of  the  humane  feieo- 
ces;but  that  'tisaneftablilh’tCuftom, 
to  examine  and  to  exercife  m  Latia 
as  well  thofe  that  are  tobeadmitted 
to  the  pradlife  of  the  Law  and  Phy- 
fick,  as  thofe,  that  are  to  bercceived 
iflto  Ecdefiafticall  Funôions.  ’Tis  alfo 

ebvious 
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obvious,  hoyv  ufefull  it  is  to  know 
that  Tongué,  not  onely  to  beable 
to  read  prophane  Authors  in  their 
own  language ,  but  alfo  to  underftand 
the  Vttlgar  Latin  Tranjlation  of  the 
Bible ,  and  the  Latin  Fathers  :  That 
"tis  alfo  little  lefs  than  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary,  not  only  to  underftand  it, 
but  alfo  to  Write  and  fpeakit ,  if  you 
will  hâve  any  correfpondence  with  the 
more  Northern  Nations ,  either  in 
affaire  of  State,  or  inmatterofLear- 
ning  and  Sciences:  That  itrenders 
yery  eafy  to  us  the  underftanding  of 
Spani/b  and  ^t  ali  an  :  Laftly,  1hac 
a  man  can  fcarce  pafs  for  an  Able 
inan,  except  he  underftand  Latin , 
Cuftome  here  carrying  it  from  Rea- 
fon*,  though  onemay  knovvit  with- 
but  being  an  Able  man ,  andbecome 
very  knowingand  very  ablewithout 
underftanding  it. 

Although  the  greateft  part  of  the 
World  think  not  on  ail  thefe  reafons, 

’tis 
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’tis  obvious  thac  mort  are  perfwaded 
(I  know  noc  How  )  of  the  neceflîty 
of  knovving  che  Latin  Tongue,  for- 
asmuchas  their  Children  arefubjec- 
ted  to  incredible  pains  to  learn  it,  and 
fince  alfo  one  of  che  mort  cofîdcra- 
ble  parts  of  our  life  is  facrifîc’d  there- 
to.  In  the  mean  time  this  is  clear, 
That  vvhat  ufe  foever  iray  be 
made  of  che  knovvledg  of  this  T  ongne, 
yet  that  were  to  be  efteerrfd  very 
inconfiderable  ,  if  it  fliould  takeus 
off  from  the  knowledge  of  Things. 
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C  H  A  P.  IV. 

An  Examen  of  the  Common 
way  ofTeaching  Latin. 


IT  is therefore ftrange enough, thac 
commonly  for  the  Teaching  of  La¬ 
tin  (winch  may  be  alled  the  Lan¬ 
guie  of  the  Learn  d )  there  is  ufed 

foch 
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fuch  a  way,  of  which  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  eflfcâ:  is  ,  to  pue  moft  men 
eut  of  the  way  to  become  Learn’d  , 
and  to  bring  it  to  pafs ,  That  they 
knovv  afevv  things  very  late  and  very 
imperfeftly.  And  thefe  inconvenan¬ 
ces  arc  the  more  intolérable  ,  that 
that  Conduit ,  after  it  hath  needlefly 
cngag’d  us  to  preferre  the  knowledg  of 
Words  tothat  of  7 hings  (which  is  a 
great  Evill)  dotlï  not  conduce  to 
teach  us  even  that  Language ,  which 
we  hâve  facrificed  ail  unto.  Above 
ail  things,  it  being  moft  eafie, 
to  re-eflablifli  an  Antienttryed  way, 
which  is  infallible  eafie,  fliort,  and 
as  commodious  for  the  knowledg  of 
Things  7  as  advantagious  for  the 
knowledge  of  Werds . 

And  y  et  this  is  very  near,  what 
happcos  in  the  Ordinary  method  of 
Teaching  Latin  to  Children.  Ail 
which  will  appear  by  what  follows, 
Bue  1  believe,  that  ail  thofe,  who 
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fini!  rend  chis  Tradt,doe  acknowledge 
before-hand,  that  one  cannot  fhevv 
the  advancagesof  ênr  vvay  of  Tcnch- 
ing  generally  ail  Tongues,  and  par- 
ticularly  the  Latin  ^  by  Vfe ,  but  by 
oppofing  it  to  the  de fe&ivenefs  of 
theRules ,  that  conftitute  ;h eOrdi* 
»^Method^  Andlhope,  they  will 
in  the  fequele  eafily  diftinguiilnhofe 
defefts  that  carwot  beavoided,  from 
fuch,  as  ma)  ,  vvithout  chang:ng  al- 
together  the  common  road;  and 
that  they  will  foon  fînd  ,  that  what- 
ever  tare  be  takcn  to  better  it ,  ic 
will  never  fo  be  advantagious  ns  this , 
vvhich  we  recommcnd  -  as  alfo  that 
ic  would  not  be  impofTibîe  to  rende: 
this  as  Univerfall  and  as  Pablick^cs 
that,  which  hath  been  hitherto  rccei- 
ved  and  praûisd,  at  leaft  for  the 
Rich  and  Greac,  and  perhaps  for  per- 
fons  alfo  of  a  mean  Condition. 

They  commonly  put  their  Chil- 
drcainco  the  Colledg  at  the  nge 

C  of5>T 


ts  g nctuium> oE  onciuun:  €lj(l5?cn 


of 6.  or  7.  years ,  and  keep  them  there 
tili  17.  or  18.  One  forgets  eafily  e- 
nough  pains  that  are  paffed  ;  bue 
thofe  thac  hâve  been  endured  ail  that 
time  ,  are  fo  long  and  fo  irkfome, 
that  with  very  little  thinking  they 
may  ealily  be  remembred.  Ifpeak 
not  of  Children  untowardly  born  ; 
I  fpeak  of  thofe  ,  that  hâve  a  mind  to 
learn  ,and  are  naturally  difpofed  there- 
unto:  What  trouble  and  vexation 
mufl  they  undergoe  ,  to  diftinguifli 
ail  the  parts  of  a  difeourfe  ;  to  learn 
ail  the  inflexions  or  Accidents  there- 
of-  to  conneX  them  forgood  fence’5 
to  knowall  their  refpeXs  anddepen- 
dences;  to  learn  words  5  to  diftin- 
guifli  ail  their  lignifications  and  pro¬ 
priétés  -,  to  apprehend  the  order  they 
areto  keep  to  one  anothev  AU 
thefe  things  are  certainly  very  diffi- 
cult  inthemfelves  ?  and  are  the  more 
foto  Children,  in  that  they  lefscom- 
prehend  what  ic  means ,  that  they  are 

taken 
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taken  dl  at  once  from  the  Com¬ 
merce  of  ..the  World  to  fpeake  a 
language  to  them  5  they  underftand 
not ,  which  they  think  they  need  not, 
and  which  affords  them  no  plealure 
at  ail ,  but  ratherdeprives  them  of 
ail  their  divertifements  3  gives  them. 
much  trouble  >  and  dravvs  on  them  ail 
the  little  p jnifhments ,  and  tedious 
ireatments  which  they  cannotbeex- 
empted  from  5  hovv  much  foever  you 
be  indiried  to  edücate  them  within- 
geniiity  and  gentlenefs*  When  a 
Child  is  puniilït  for  having  beacen 
anocher.for  lying,ftcaling,ç^\it  under- 
fhnds  well  enough,that  ithathdone 
ill  -  and  though  it  fhould  not  knovv 
\i  5  yet  ii  feeth  that  in  thofe  things 
there  is  equal  Iuftice  done  toall  chil- 
dren,  they  pafïing  every  where  for 
faülts  which  deferve  punifhment  :  But 
it  wouldbe  pretty  difïîculc,  to  give 
to  a  little  child  a  realon^  naturalle- 
nough  ,  of  the  evill  it  hath  done,an 
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of  the  punifhment  ic  hath  dcferved 
for  having  mif-conflrued  an  Adjt- 
(livc  vvith  a  Sfibflatiti've  5  and  why 
wc  exadt  that  ofhim,  whichwere- 
quire  not  From  fo  many  other  Chil- 
dren ,  who  doe  no  more  than  to  read5 
Write  and  fpeak  theirLanguage,with- 
out  being  oblig'd  to  take  notice  ei- 
ther  of  Declenfions  5  or  Conjurations  y 
or  Syntaxe  or  Hétéroclites ,  norany 
of  ail  thofe  perplexities  of  Tenfes  5 
Cafés  ,  Perjons  ,  Articles  ,  and  Con - 
firutfions.  ’Tis  notorious,  hovv  great 
an  averfion  vve  naturally  hâve  from 
ail  vvhat  is  conftrain’d ,  and  howfure 
a  means  ic  istohinder  Childrenfrqm 
doingathing,  to  command  themto 
doe  it,  though  even  that,  vvhich 
they  are  commanded ,  fliould  be  a- 
greable  to  them.  And  thence  'tis 
eafie  to  guefs,  what  averfion  they 
naturally  conceive  for  athing  painfull 
in  it  felf,  vvherein  ic  feems ,  thatwe 
tommand  thent  only  to  command 

them, 
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them.  And  thc  whole  fequele  of 
their  Studies  may  appear,  as  if  vve 
vvould  make  them  believe,  wctook 
akind  ofpleafurein  tormencing  them3 
or  at  leaft  thac  we  indulgcd  themnot 
enough ,  fince,  beûdes  thedifficul- 
ties  vvhich  feem  unavoidable  y  wealfo 
engage  them  in  fuch ,  as  might  bea- 
voided;  as  fome  Perfons  very.able 
and  very  well  verfed  in  the  Art  o£ 
Tea^ching.  Children  hâve  (hew’d  , 
both'by  their  Writingj ,  and  by  the 
Ttydls  they  havemade. 

In  thofe  Writlngs  it  hath  been  made 
appear,  fr(t  y  Of  what  importance 
it  would  be,  togive  (for  examplej 
in  French  the  Rules  of  the  Latin 
Tongue,  that  are  given  in  Latin. 
Sccondly ,  How  much  more  advanta- 
gious  itwouldbe,  to  make  Children 
read  Authors  as  foon  as  they  hâve 
learnt  the  more  general  Rules  of  the 
Crdmmar ,  and  not  to  oblige  them 
to  tranflate  Frcnch  into  L*,tin>  bue 
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when  they  /hall  hâve  known5  by 
the  reading  of  Authors }  the  pro* 
priety  of  the  words  5  their  order,  and 
dependences.  We  fhall  not  repeat 
here,  whatmay  befeen  in  thofeWri: 
pings  ^  but  t’is  eafie  to  infer  from 
svhat  is  there  layd  down  (which  expé¬ 
rience  confîrms  every  day)  that'tis 
almoft impoflible ,  thac.a young  man? 
edncated  after  that  manner,  entring 
into  Rhctorick  5  can  therein  produce 
anything  bue  whatisvery  mediocre> 
rince  ’ti$  impoflible  to  Write  well  in 
a  Language ,  which  one  underftands 
not  well,  and  well  to  underftand  a 
faa  d  Tcngue,  but  by  a  long  ufe 
of  Authors  5  and  that  the  Schollars, 
who  are  taught  it,  hâve  almoft  read 
nothing  of  Authors  in  the  other  Forms , 
Thus  they  commonly  fpend  two 
yeares  in  tnat  For r*  in  compofing  a 
Language  they  underftand  not. 
*Tis  true,  that  then  ’tis  endeavou- 
i*d  to  make  them  underftand  it  by 

Reading 
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Reading;  but’tis  toolate,  to  make 
them  begin  vvhat  they  (hould  havc 
donè  betore  thcy  undercook  nnycom- 
pofition.  Thusall,  theycan  havepror 
fieed  ac  the  end  of  thofe  cwo  yeares, 
i$,  to  hâve  goc  by  their  Reading 
fome  relifhfor  the  Latin  Tongue,  yet 
without  any  readinefs  either  to  exprcfs 
themfelves  therein  in  familial*  con- 
verfation ,  or  to  write  of  any  confide- 
rable  matterin  the  famé  $  which  two 
things  are  of  a  more  important5more 
frequent  and  more  univerfal  Ufe5than 
thofe  Thèmes  in  the  Air,  which  are 
given  them  to  dilate upon,  teaching 
them  to.  £ay  thu  in  many  pages, 
which  they  mightfay  in  few  lines. 

It  is  needlefs  to  add  here  the  Gif- 
advantage,  thereisin  ail  this  as  to 
Rhetorick  5  tis  fuffîcîent  to  take  no¬ 
tice  ,  that  none  but  avery  inconfide- 
rable  progrefs  can  bemade  in  the  La¬ 
tin  Tonguethe  Old  way.  And  yet 
that  is  ail  the  fruit  of  c.or.  7.  yeares; 
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In  regard  of  vvhich  flender  proficien- 
cy,it  would  be  the  more  proper  not 
toexpofea  young habit,  which  Iiath 
coft  fo  much  3  and  is  yec  fo  feeble3 
to  fo  many  things ,  that  may  vveaken 
ir.  But  yet  this  is  that  5  which  is 
done  :  to  which  two  faults  may  be 
ioyned  a  third^  perhaps  themofteon- 
fiderablej  viz,  That  Çhildren  are 
made  to  pafs  from  Rbetorick  to  Philo- 
Jophy .  There  they  remain  twoyeares*, 
during  which  time  they  are  fpoken  to 
and  are  madeto  fpeak  in  a  Language, 
that  is  neither  French  nor  Latin, 
There  is  almoft  no  Latin  in  it3  bue 
the  Terminât  ions  ofwords:  certain- 
ly  you  can  find  nothing  of  trac  La- 
tinity  thexe.I  feç  nothing  more  capable 
to  make  them  forgée  Latin,  than 
this  Philofophical  Latin  ;  and  I  ara 
jpérfwaded,  that  it  maketh  them  lofe 
more  the  true  guft  of  it3  than  the 
Tongue,  of  ail  others  moft  remote 
from  Latiflk  And  yet  it  vrould  be 

very 
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very  eafy  to  teach  them  the  famc 
things  in  the  tiue  purity  of  that 
Tongue.  There  is  nothing  more  ac- 
curate  nor  more  acute  in  ail  Le^ick 
than  in  the  jfcadcmick  Questions  ot 
Cicero  ;  there  is  nothing  greater  nor 
fublimer  in  the  M trais  ,  than  in  the 
Enceitainments  of  Tufcuium ,  in  the 
Books  of  Gced  and  ///,  and  inthofe 
of  the  Dutics  of  the  Civil  Life :  There 
is  nothing  more  exadt  in  N  attirai  Phi- 

lofopky ,  than  in  the  Booksof  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Cods ,  and  the  Frag¬ 
ment  of  the  Tradudhon  of  Ttrtieus 
by  the  famé  Author.  In  a  word,  I  am 
perfwaded ,  that  ifone  had  amind  to 
copy  with  attention  thofe  Originals, 
one  might  find  matter  and  forme  to 
frame  thence  a  very  dogmatical,  ve¬ 
ry  clear,  and  very  Latine  Philofo- 

phy. 

It  is  noiv  eafie  to  conclude  from 
ali  that  hath  been  laidj  that  one 
learns  in  the  common  Schooles  very 

Utile 
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l,t le  Latin  with  gren  pain  aud  with 
great  cxpence  of  time  .•  To  which 
maybe  added  ,  That  childrenforget 
tbe  beft  part  of  what  they  knew  be- 
fore  they  entred  them  ,  which  is  , 
their  own  Mother-tongue  and  the 
Writing  thereof  ,  and  that  they  faile 
to  learn  what  they  might  Iiavelearnt 
ail  that  time ,  they  hâve  beftow’d  up- 
on  a  little  Latin. 

If  now  we  lhall  put  it  into  the 
ballance,  ononefide,  the  little  that 
isgain’d,  the  much  that  is  loft,  and 
that  might  alfo  hâve  been  acquired  -, 
and  on  the  other  fide ,  the  Dfes,that 
one  naay  propofe  to  one’s  felf  in  the 
Learning  of  that  Language,  I  doe 
not  doubt  but  it  will  appear  too  coft- 
ly  at  that  rate,  and  that  ali  willac- 
knowledg ,  it  >vere  better  for  the  grea- 
teft  number  of  thofe,  who  learn  it, 
not  toknowitat  ail  ,  thanto  kno>v 
it,  even  perfcdly ,  atthat  price  and 
on  thofe  conditions,  which  have.been 
difeourfed  of.  ’Tis 
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'Tis  true,  thlt  onemight  learnit 
by  Rules  with  more  eaïe,  in  lef$ 
lime,  and  more  perfedtly  ;  by 
giveing  rhe  Rules  (e.  g.  )in  Trench  , 
and  in  a  fmaller  number  .•  feconeily  ,by 
making  the  Learners  to  tranflateouc 
of  Latin  inco  French,  andnotontof 
French  into  Latin ,  but  after  a  long 
ufe  of  Latin  Authorsr  thirdly ,  in 
delivering  unto  rhem  in  true  Latin 
ivhateyer  appertains  to  Philofophy. 
But  I  doenot  think,  that  by  thofé 
thingsyou  fliall  everequallthe  ihort- 
nefs ,  nor  the  eafinefs  ,  nor  the  per¬ 
fection  ,  vvhich  proceed  from  Ufe  and 
Conyerfe  alone. 
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CHAP,  v. 

An  Examen  oftheJfay  hère 


1^0  be  perfvvaded  of  thefunefs 
J  thereof ,  weneed  no  more  but 
confider  the  CondinS,  that  hatJi  been 
ufed  in  the  Teachingof  this  Infant, 
as  I  hâve  collected  it  from  the  feve- 
rall  Conférences ,  had  by  me  wich 
its  Mafters,  and  as  itis  to  beobfer- 
ved  hereafter. 

The  Child  was  but  twenty.  and 
two  Months  of  Age  3  whentheyun- 
dertookit,  upon  its  being  wean’d 
fiom  the  breaft.  They  need  notbe 
taken  in  hand  younger .  It  is  advi- 
fable  to  fhy  ,  till  their  health  be 
fomevvhat  confirmé  in  the  Change 
of  Dyefcîyou  may  therefore  fiay  till 
they  hâve  sj.  or  z 6  Months,  >Tis 

not 
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not  material,  if  they  hâve  learnt  of 
their  Nurfes  fome  words  o’f  their 
Mother-tongue  ;  that  will  be  foon 
forgot,  as  Expérience  fliows. 

Thofe,  that  havebred  upthis  In¬ 
fant  j  were  very  ready  to  undertake 
aftenvards  tvvo  others ,  the  one  of 
which  had  31.  Months,  and  fpake 
many  words  of  our  Languige;  but 
they  both  forgot  ail  they  knewof  ir, 
vvithin  2. or  3.  weeks,  I  hâve  feen 
the  firft ,  whb  in  a  Months  time  had 
learnt  fo  much  Latin ,  as  he  had  known 
Trench  j  and  I  faw  alfo  the  other , 
who  in  5 .  weeks  had  learnt  to  fpëak 
much  more  Latin,  than  before  he 
could  fay  words  in  his  Mother-tongüe, 
Thereis  always  with  them  one  of 
their  Mafters ,  and  the  biggeftofthe 
three  Children  ferves  in  a  manner 
for  a  third  Mafi'er  to  the  other  two. 

T  he  Servants ,  that  take  care  of  them, 
know  fo  much  Latin ,  as  needs  to 
fpeak  to  them,  and  to  corredi  them, 

whçn 


when  they  fpeak  amifs  in  familial' 
matters.  The  fi:ft  of  them  hath 
bcen  thus  brought  up  till  lie  was  4. 
years  of  âge  •  and  his  Mafters  now 
begin  to  pue  him  to  learn  French  -, 
therein  following  the  Conduit  of 
ÿnjnùlun ,  ttho  was  noc  for  beirtg 
fuperftitioufly  tyed  from  teaching 
Cnildren  for  a  long  time  no  other 
Tongue  but  the  Greek,  bütadvndj 
that  the  learning  of  the  Latin  fliQuld 
foon  follow  after,  and  fo  bothLafi- 
guages  be  cultivated  together. 

This  cannot  want  good  fdccefs. 

bioris  it  to  be  fear’d  ,  that  the  two 

Lançurçes  will  be  confoünded2fince3 

befides  "the  F.xampleof  the  Romans, 

tvho  obferv’d  that  pradtife  ,  we  hâve 

aîfo  that  of  feme  modem  Nations, 

that  are  not  reputed  to  hâve  more 

tvit,  thanWe-,  among  whomChil- 

dren  learn  at  the  famé  time ,  at  leafi 

two  Languages  very  different  :  As 

the  Children  of  Conftantinoflc3  who 

learn 
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learn  the  Vulgar  Greck  and  Turh/h- 
andthofeof  the  Suijfes  of Ncwcafteli 
and  almoft  ail  Flciwnings  >  who5  be- 
fides  theD«;r/;and  frenc/j, learn  very 
ofcen  the  Spanifl)  and  Latin  too. 

This  Confédération  nnay  put  us 
upon  the  thoughts  to  teach  Latin 
after  thisvvay  not  only  fuchChildren 
as  knovv  not  yet  any  Language,buc 
alfo  thofe  ,  thacdoe  already  fpeak 
their  Mother-tong ,  viz>  by  putting 
them  among  thofe  5  who  fpeak  no- 
thing  bue  Latin  >  if  there  vvere  not 
fome  danger  of  confounding  and  re- 
tarding  thofe,  who  are  yet  weak  in 
this  Language.  But  this  Confufion 
may  be  prevented  5  firft  ,  by  forbid- 
ding  thofe  Children  ,  that  are  already 
capable  of  reafon ,  to  fpeak  their  Mo- 
ther-tong  in  the  prefence  of  the  ochet 
lefler  children  allovving  certain  houres 
for  entertaining  them  in  their  Mother- 
tong.  Secondljy  by,  taking  of  thofe 
Children,  able  to  fpeak  their  Mother^ 
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tondue  ,  bat  one  at  a  time,that  fo  the 
inability  ,  which  (hall  be  in  ail  the 
reft,  of  anfwering  him,  when  he 
(hall  fpeak  to  them  in  his  Language, 
may  oblige  him  to  ftrive  to  fpeak  to 
them  in  theirs  ;  with  the  referve  of 
giveing  him  a  Companion ,  when  he 
(hall  hâve  gain’d  an  equal  habit  in 
both  Tongues.  And  as  thofe,  that 
know  nothing  but  their  Mother- 
tongue,  (hall  hâve  been  taught  by 
the  Convention  of  thofe,  who  fpeak 
nothing  but  Latin  ;  fo  might  alfo 
fuch,  as  know  nothing  but  Latin , 
be.  inftrufted  by  the  Conversation  Ot 
thofe,  that  know  their  Mother- 
tong  *  diftinguilhing  the  hours,when 
it  (hould  be  permitted  to  fpeak  the 
Mother-tongue ,  from  thofe,  when 
it  (hould  be  allow’d  to  fpeak  Latin. 

And  this  might  be  cartied  fofarr, 
as  to  make  even  perfons  advanced  in 
Age  capable  to  learn  the  Latin 
Tongue:  which  might  be -clone  by 

putting 
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putting  together  many  Men  able  in 
that  Language  3  who  fhould  make, 
as  ’tvverc  5  a  little  Latin  Republick: 
Which  would  be  very  eafie3  if  the 
King  j  who  hath  done  fo  many  great 
and  difficult  things  ,  would  think 
fit  to  ifïiie  his  Orders  for  it,  which 
perhaps  would  be  none  of  the  leaft 
Objets,  that  his  Majt/lj  could pro- 
pofe  tohimfelfjasmayappearby  the 
iequele  of  this  Writting. 

This  is  the  whole  Myftery  of  this 
Inftru&ion ,  in  what  regards  the  ftu- 
dy  of  the  Latin  Tong:  Uponwhicli 
may  be  made  thefollowing  refléti¬ 
ons. 
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CH  AP.  VI. 

RejleSîions  npon  ibis  Way  j 
andfnft  that  i t  is  ca fie. 

THere  is  nothing  in  the  world 
more  Eafie  for  Children,  than 
to  learn  Latin  this  way.  It  is  fo 
natural ,  to  defîre  to  underftand  vvhat 
others  fay,  and  to  make  them  un- 
derftmd  ourthoughts,  that  ’tisim- 
poflible,  but  Children  will  hâve  a 
Ürong  bent  of  themfelves  to  learn 
that  Language,  which  is  fpokenin 
their  prefence.  As  this  T ongue  mix- 
eth  it  felf  in  ail  their  divertifements, 
in  ail  their  wants,  they  ftrive  of 
their  ovvn  accord  to  learn  the  famé. 
They  doc  not  fo  much  as  think  te 
learn  it>  and  even  that  maketh  them 
learn  it  the  better.  Thelittle  boy, 
who  hath  miniftred  the  occafion  te 

this 
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this  Writiug,  could  not,  cwo 
monthesagoe,  fay  the  Pater  rtofter 
wichout  failing  and  hefitacing,  how 
great  carefoever  had  beencakento 
repeateitco  himfo'r  cwo  years.  Mean 
cime  he  hath  leamca  greac  nümber 
of  Words  and  Inflexions ,  of  which 
he  hath  made  himfelf  mafîerwich- 
ouc  anybody’s  takin^anyothercare, 
butof  fpeaking  to  andanfweringhim. 
He  hath  never  been  threàtn’d  nor 
punifli’d  tolearn  thisLanguage:  which 
is  of  no  fmal  importance.  The  ex¬ 
clamations,  menaces  ,  and  pimifh- 
ments,  are'  not  only  prefent  evils, 
which  Hum&nit]  requireth  Ifioald  be 
fpar’d  as  much  as  is  poffible  $  bac 
they  are  alfo  Sonrces  of  evils^whrcfi 
Prudence  oblieges  tô  préVénr.  No- 
thing  flreitens  the  Heart  like  tcar 
and  Grief  -,  and  I  know  not  >  to 
which  of  thefe  two,  the  Soûle  or 
the  Body  y  thofe  tvvo  partions  are 
moft  coiitrary.  Thé  tedioüfnefs  of 
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learning  a  lefion  one  loves  not,  the 
fear  of  being  punifh’t  if  onc  fay  it 
ill ,  the  fretiulnefs  for  haveing  been 
punifh’t,  keep  Children  always  al- 
larm’d ,  and  roake  them  loofe  a  great 
partof  that  Ingénu  ty,  Cheerfulnefs 
and  Franknefs ,  they  hâve,  in  an  Age, 
tvherein  nothing  more  (hould  be 
thought  on,  thanto  confirm  their 
health ,  by  fo;  ming  them  at  the  famé 
time  to  an  innocent  gaynefs ,  to  a 
confidence  in  thofe,  wno  Iiave  the 
conduit  of  them ,  to  a  freedome  from 
choller,  to  a  loveof  their  duty.and 
to  a  coufideration ,  from  the  conduit 
ufed  towards  them  ,  that  Honcfty  and 
jufiiee  in  ail  thingsarethe  onlygood, 
which  Men  put  a  value  upon. 

The  beft  means  to  fink  into  the 
Minds  of  Children  this  Mnximciy/hkh 
is  more  important  to  Society,  than 
ail  the  Languages  of  the  world)isto 
accuftome  them  not  to  be  punilht, 
asmear  as  may  be,  but  for  aitions 

répugnant 
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répugnant  to  Iuftice.  And  thac  will 
not  only  ferve  to  caefe  thcm  to  make 
a  great  diftinâion  of  thofe  kinds  of 
duties,  but  alfo  to  bind  them  the 
more  to  the  obfervance  of  them,  in 
that  the  punifliments  becoming 
more  tare,  they  accuftom  thcmfelves 
lefs  to,  and  are  the  more  fenfible  of 
them.  This  isnot  faid.as  if we  werc 
not  oblig’d,  fometimes  to  chaftife 
them  for  other  faults»  but  it  is  as 
well  the  furer,  as  the  better,  not 
to  put  our  felves  upon  a  neceflîty  of 
multiplying  thofe  kinds  of  chaftifc- 
ments  ;  and  no  man  can  doubt  that 
they  are  eut  off,  wheu  the  Rules  of 
the  Lutin  Tongue  are  fo. 

You  may  make  Children  under* 
ftand  reafon  in  other,  even  painfull, 
things ,  as  the  learning  to  Rend,  and 
to  Write  &c.  and  you  may  caufe 
them  even  to  be  defirous  ofit.  Now 
if  this  be  of  confequence  .for  Chilj 
dren  of  a  middle  condition,  ’tisthe 

D  j  more 


3S  gnetotenyofCcacDitis  CtjüDjcu 

more  fo  for  thofe  of  Grande  es  »  in 
whom  the  difficulty  oflearning  thofe 
things  is  an  aîmoft  invincible  obftade 
to  learn  tbem ,  although  the  know- 
ledg  thereof  is  lictle  lefs  neceflary  te 
îhem, 

le  is  therefore  very  eafie  to  teach 
them  the  Latin  Tongue  after  this 
manner,  and  thereis  a  great  advan- 
tage  in  this  eafinefs,  But  je  is  not 
eafie  toknowasmuchZ4j?/#a$  needs, 
to  entercaine  them  with  that  latitude 
and  freedom }  which  is  requifite,  You 
muft  know  to  play,  and  to  fpeak  feri- 
oufly  in  Latia  -,  to  entertaine  them 
during  the  two  firft  two  years  with 
whatevermay  be  incident  in  the  mofl 
familiar  difeourfesj  which  extends 
further  then  one  is  aware  of,  After- 
wards ,  to  forme  their  Manners,  and 
to  trÿ  their  vnderftaoding  for  employ¬ 
ons  it  in  what  ’tis  capable  of ,  whe- 
ther  it  be  for  Reafoning ,  or  for  Hift- 
Dry?  or  for  Defcriptions  &c,  Far- 

thet 
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ther  to  increafe  infenfibly  this  little 
ttock,  to  ruathrough  che  mort  ordi- 
naryArts,  and  toufe  in  their  prefence 
the  general  terms  thereof*  and  to 
fpeak  ail  with  that  franknefs  and  bre- 
yity3  winch  is  fo  peculiar  to  tliac 
Tongue,and  tofay  nothing  but  vvhat’s 
exait  both  for  the  Words  and  the 
Mattcr. 

le  is  to  be  wifh’d  ,  that  ail  thefe 
things  may  concurr  for  this  Latin 
cor^verfe  with  Children  ,  and  for  ma- 
king  them  fpeak  according  to  their 
capacity ,  and  with  ail  defirable  free- 
dom.  Thi$  is  difficulc  enough 
in  general ,  becaufe  'tis  not  eafy  to 
findmany,  that  well  vnderftand  even 
their  Mother-tongue  to  thac  extent 
and  fo  particularly  ;  and  betaufe  in 
the  Latin  there  are  difficulty  s  to  be 
mec  with  >  that  are  not  found  in  the 
vulgar  Tongues .  Habits,  Utenfils. 
Manners  *  Politicks,  Govemmeric, 
Religion ,  &c.  having  been  chang- 
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ged ,  and  fome  Arts  invented,  fince 
the  Latin  Tongue  hath  ceafd  tobe 
Vulg-'r,  ’tis  hard  enough  toknow, 
how  to  exprefs  ail  thofe  things  in  thac 
Language.  Yet  ’tis  certaine,  that  we 
find  many  things  in  Antiquity,  which 
hâve  a  great  affinitie  vvith  our  No- 
velties ,  and  that ,  when  we  find  none 
fuch  j  we  muft  be  allow’d  to  form 
vvords  after  the  model  and  bythe  A- 
nalogy  of  what  is  antient.  And  this 
hath  been  very  wcll  obferved  by  thofe, 
that  hâve  infiruded  this  Infant.  But 
we  doe  not  find  our  felves  often  in  that 
neceflity:  For,  th g  Latin  Tongue 
reacheth  farther  than  we  imagine  5 
there  is  almofl:  nothing ,  which  is  not 
found  exprefs’d  in  Books  5  and  to  be 
convincêd  of  that ,  we  need  but  caft 
our  Eyes  upon  Tcrencc,Plautus0Plinjy 
Coîumella ,  Cicero,  and  Inflinian .  For 
there  is  almoft  nothing ,  whether 
great  or  fmall,  common  or  particu- 
lar>  whichmay  not  be  found  in  thofe 
Authors.  C  H  A  P. 
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C  A  H  P.  V 1 1. 

T bat  tbis  tv  a  y  is  Short. 

ÏT  cannot  be  otherwife ,  but  that 
this  mannerofTeaching  Latin  mult 
be  Short ,  fince  it  is  fo  Eafte.  bue  ic 
will  notbe  amifTe  to  confider,  Hom 
mucb  ’tisfliortcr  than  die  Ordinary  me- 
thod,and  how  important  it  is,not  to 
employ  much  time  in  Learning  Latin. 

This  little  Boy  hath  Iearnt  ail  he 
kno\vs  within  the  Ipace  of  two  yeares, 
viz,  from  tvvo  years  old  to  four;  and 
he  would  know  more ,  if  a  Child  of 
that  âge  were  capable  to  underftand 
more  Tbings.  But  ’tis  moraly  cer¬ 
tain,  that  excepting  the  particular 
Terras  of  Arts  and  Sciences ,  hemay 
know  ail  the  reft  before  he  (hall  hâve 
attain’d  the  Age  of  Ntn:  years  :  which 
will  be  but  Six  yeares  in  ali.  Du- 
ring  which  time  one  may  tcach  this 

Child 
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Child,  and  any  other,  as  many 
Tih  'ings  5  as  he  (hall  be  able  to  com- 
prehend  in  fo  fmall  a  cime*  fo  as  the 
Language,  which  he  lcarns5  (hall 
take  up  no  time,  nor  retard  acall  the 
other  knowledge, you  (hall  inftill  in- 
tohim.  To  which  if  you  add3  that 
ail  that5  which  one  could  havc  donc 
during  ali  that  time,  would  hâve  been 
to  teach  him  the  famé  things,  Ce,  g.  ) 
In  Trench  -,  it  will  follow,  that  the 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  Tongue  will 
coft  him  no  more  ,  but  fo  much  time 
precifely,as  he  (hall  employ  to  learn  fo 
much  French,as  one  knows  of  it  at  the 
goingoutof  theColledge.But  now3 
I  think  not,  it  can  bâ  denied  5  that 
a  Child  ,  altogether  left  at  the  Age 
of  nineyears  to  his  Mocher- tongue, 
may  not  learne  in  two  years  at  leaft 
as  much  Trench ,  as  one  knows  ofit 
at  the  going  out  of  the  CUffes  or 
Torms  at  the  Age  of  15.  or  i<\ 
y eares  T  hus  the  Latin  will  coft  him 

but 
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but  tvyo  years  5  and  it  may  be,  it  vvill 
coft  him  much  lefs,  For,  havingbeen 
to  feethis  little  Boy  fince  the  Wri- 
tingof  this,  l  havefound,  that  he 
knoivs  already  a  great  many  Trench 
word s ,  which  be  rakes  delight  to 
fpeak  ;  and  that  he  will  fînd  a  great 
faciüty  in  Icarning  therefl,  vvhenic 
Hiali  be  defired.  ïhis  being  fo,  ic 
may  be  affirm'd ,  that  the  Latin  will 
almoff  take  up  none  of  hi$  time, 
fince  he  vvill  not  Iearne  the  ltfs  Trench  t, 
and  that  he  vvill  increale  the  knovv* 
ledg of  the  Latin Tongue  in  thefame 
time,  that  (hall  be  giyen.  him  to 
Iearne  Trench ,  and  alfo  that  he  vvill 

not  the  lefs  know  ail  forts  of  other 
things. 

’Tis  certaine  thêrefore,  that  this 
Way  of  Learning  Latin  is  farr  (hor- 
ter  then  any  other  :  which  advantage 
is  by  fo  much  the  more  confiderable 
in  this  prefent  Age,  becanfe  not  on- 
ly  Hiftories  incteafe  every  day ,  bue 
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therearealfo  invented many  ne>v  Arts 
and  Pradtifes  ;  it  being  obferv’d,  that 
therehath  been  added  more  to  thc 
Arts  and  Inventions  of  the  Antients 
within  thefe  laft  hundred  ycars,  than 
hath  been  done  for  Fourteen  hun¬ 
dred  yeares before.  But,  forafmuch 
as  the  Life  of  Men  is  not  longer  noiv, 
than  ithath  been  before  ,  it  will  be 
more  neceffary  than  ever ,  to  redeem 
from  that  time,  vvhich  hath  been 
ipent  in  the  Learning  of  Languages  , 
a  portion  to  learn  what  is  more  impor¬ 
tant  *  efpecially  if  thatfavingof  time 
hinder  us  not  from  knowing  as  well 
the  Tongues  by  this  Ihort  way ,  as 
by  that,  whicn  hath  been  follow'd 
hitherto, 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Wbat  it  is ,  to  k>!otp  a  Lan - 
gnage  \ 
can 

hgorvledg  of  thc 
Latin  Longue. 

\]  Ow  fince  tis  infallible,  that  thc 
Latin  Tongue  is  better  to  be 
leained  by  Vfe  alone  ,than  by  ail  the 
Rules  whatfoever,  we  lhall,  the 
better  to  underftand  this ,  explain 
vvhatis  meant  by  vfe,  and  by  mil 
kntvning  a  Lttnguagc. 

I  mean  by  wellknowing  a  Languagc 
(to  begin  with  thatj)  to  fpeak  it  ex- 
aâly  and  readily,  and  with  that  ex¬ 
tern  ,  as  to  fpeak  of  ail  that  falls  un- 
der  common  difcourfe,  that  is,  of 
publick  and  private  affairs,  of  the 

vulgar 
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vulgar  Arts^  and  ofwhatis  common 
in  thern  ail.  The  Exaclnefs  corn- 
prehends  notonlythe  Inflexions,  and 
Contractions ,  fo  as  to  commit  no 
fault  there  j  but  aiio  the  Proprieij  of 
the  Words .  And  it  fuppofes  on  one 
part  ,  a  long  cuftome  lor  the  faid  In¬ 
flexions  and  conftruftions  -,  and  on 
theother  5  a  great  Choice  of  the  fit- 
teft  u  ord$>  svhich  choice  fuppofes  a 
Copioufnefs:  And  Irom  both  thefe5 
*viz.  Habit ,  and  Copioufnefs  arifeth 
Facilitj  and  Readinefs .  And  this  I 
call  the  knetving  of  a  Language. 

By  vfe  I  underftand  the  Habit  one 
acquireth  both  by  the  Reading  of 
Authors,  und  a  difcomfe  in  Con¬ 
vention. 

Now  we  are  to  examine,  Whe- 
ther  it  be  true  ,  that  Vfe  alone,  thûs 
underftood,  is  able  to  contributefo 
much  as  is  affirnrfd  ?  to  make  one 
fpeak  a  Language  with  that  exadt- 
ncfs.fulnefs,  and  facility. 
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The  Plenty  ofwords,  and  the  JFTa^ 
bit  a  mnn  hath  to  turn  and  to  place 
tlicm  ,  doe  ferve  much  to  fpeak  tvith 
exadtnefs.  YVithoutthis  copioufnefs 
and  this  habit ,  a  man  muft  ofttn  he- 
fitate,  ftop ,  and  be  filent  :  And  al-* 
though  in  fuch  Accidents  thereisno 
failour  as  to  exadlnefs,  forafmuchas 
a  man  is  filent,  thathemaynot  fpeak 
ill  5  Yèt,as  we  cannot  fay ,  thac  a  man 
fpeaks,  when  he  is  neceifitated  tobe 
filent,  fo  we  cannot  fay,  that  fuch 
an  one  fpeaks  exact  !j. 

Now  as  to  the  Extent ,  it  cannot 
be  denied,  that  V[e  renceis  it  inore 
large ,  when  it  begins  vvith  Infancy, 
than  when  it  begins  later.  For,  as 
we  cannot  educate  a  Child  unto  the 
âge  of  8.  years,  without  telling  it  ma¬ 
ry  things,  withent  entring  with  the 
famé into  many Colloquies,  without 
reafoning  upon many  accidents»  laft- 
ly  without  deferibing  to  itan  infinity 
of  things ,  that  occurr  in  daily  con- 

vers 


*8  tîjc  Eatfn  goitgtic  feg  Sfc  aïoite- 

vers*  ’tis  certaine ,  that  it  is  impoffr 
ble,  but  the  Child  muft  be  initiated 
in  ail  thofe  things,  and  imitate  them 
upon  occafion  ^  in  a  word  ,  it  mu  fl: 
hear  and  fpeak  of  many  things,  which 
are  not  fpoken  of  in  Schools$  yet 
fo  as  not  to  fàile  to  hear  alfo  of  thofe 
matters,  that  may  be  there  fpoken 
of,asfarr  as  they  are  ofufe.  Andthis 
is^  vvhat  refpeûs  prrfondl  Conycrfe. 

But  as  to  Authors  ;  *tis  likewife 
certaine  0  that  the  Child  may  be 
much  more  furni(ht ,  our  way,  with 
what  the]  can  contribute  to  thc  know¬ 
ledge  of  a  Language.  The  eldeftof 
thefe  Children,  we  fpeak  of,  reads 
Thçtdro  ,  andunderftands  of  him  ail 
that  is  not  above  the  reach  of  a  Child^ 
and  it  will  undcrftand  very  well  at  the 
âge*  of  ftx  years ,  (at  the  lateft,) 
\vhat  Children  commonly  undcrftand 
not  at  the  âge  of  trvtlvc .  As  there- 
fore  a  Child,  taught  by  v[c ,  may 
employ  in  Reading  ail  thc  time,  that 
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1s  ordinarily  employ  d  in  the  Grantr/ur 
and  in  m3king  of  Thèmes,  he 
may  together  vvith  it  at  the  famé  cime 
hâve  ail  thefe  advantages ,  V2Z.  To 
read  Authors  fooner  by  four  years  > 
to  underftand  them  fooner  by  ten, and 
continually  to  beflovv  tvvice  more  time 
upon  them,  than  others  can  doe; 
even  then,  when  they  begin  to  be 
moft  ufed  to  this  Language,  thaï 
is,  from  the  âge  of  twelve  Years  to 
that ,  when  they  corne  out  of  the 
Colledge.  Thus  he  fhall  hâve  read 
ail  th z  Latin  Authors  ofall  Proféri¬ 
ons  and  Arts  within  the  time,  that 
thofe^  who  hâve  been  inflrudicd  after 
the  coramon  way ,  (hall  hâve  been 
able  but  to  read  fome  few  (craps  of 
Orators,  Hiftorians  and  Poets, 

It  cannot  be ,  but  that  this  mul¬ 
titude  of  things  read  and  underflood, 
which  ferves  fo  much  to  inftill  into 
the  memory  the  termes  of  different 
art,to  exprefs  differentthings,  ( which 
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is  that,we  call  Extent)  mufhlfo  in-ftill 
into  theTame,many  different  terms  and 
ways  to  exrepfs  the  fdrzi  thing-,  which 
i$  that,  \ve  call  Cepionsncfs.  „ 

Laftly’tisimpoffible,  but  that  the 
habit,  we  take  from  our  Birth,and 
continue  for  6.  or  8.  yeares,  anden- 
tertaine  8.  or  p.  yeares  more,  and 
which  hath  no  other  bounds  during  ail 
thattime,  butoffuchthings  asmake 
up  theconverfe  of  civil  men,  muft 
be  incomparably  larger  and  ftronger, 
than  that  which  we  beginbut  totake 
at  the  âge  of  14.  or  15.  yeares,  and 
which  we  continue  but  for  3.  or  4. 
yeares,  which  alfo  is  much  interrupted 
during  that  littletime, and  isbounded 
by  a  flile  of Rhetorick,and by  matters 
of  a  Philofophical  nature.  Not  that 
Children  are  not  made  to  ventureat 
fpeaking  Lutin  even  in  the  loweft 
Forms ,  and  even  in  the  playes  theÿ 
divert  themfelves  with  in  publickon 
their  play-dayes  ;  but  we  ail  know. 
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that  ail  that  goes  not  beyondîo.or 
go.  phrafes,  and  that  che  neceffity 
impos’d  on  them  to  fpeak  Latines 
fo  difpleaiing  to  them, that  it  injures 
them  more  ,  (by  accuftoming  them 
to  ill  manners,  and  by  draining,as 
’cvvere,  their  underftanding  by  the 
cuflome  of  not-thinking,  which  fol- 
lows  that  of  not  fpeaking ,  )  than  ic 
can  advantage  them  by  remembring 
them  of  a  fevv  Ldtiii  words  Mrhich 
they  hâve  alwayes  upon  their  lips , 
and  befides  which  they  can  fpeak  no- 
thing  but  they  commit  abondance  of 
grofs  faults.  Thus  indeed  they  are 
not  in  a  condition  of  fpeaking  La¬ 
tin,  but  when  they  are  entred  in  Rhe- 
tprickt,  and  then  they  exercife  them- 
felves  more  in  Writing  than  Speaking. 
This  Exercife  lafts  not  but  twoyears, 
after  which  they  enter  into  Philo- 
fophy,  where  indeed  they  fpeak 
more  than  they  write ,  but  ail  know* 
how  they  fpeak  there,  and  whac 
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is  to  be  hoped  from  thence. 

Thefe  are  the  Advantages  of  this 
Education  above  the  received  çom- 
mon  onej  viz.  Tolearn  more  eaftlj , 
in  1  efs  time ,  and  more  perfcctlj.  And 
thefe  3.  advantages  are  notonlycon- 
fiderable  in  themfelves ,  but  they  are 
more  fo  in  their  extern^  finceinthe 
one  vvay ,  we  learn  with  the  greateft 
facility  in  the  world ,  what  in  the 
othcr  cannot  be  Iearnt  but  with 
the  greateft  difficultés  ;  and  fincc 
the  time,  employ’d  to  learn  our  way, 
is  valued  almoft  nothing  in  the  life 
of  man ,  whereas  that,  which  is 
fpent  in  the  other  method  ,  taketh 
op  one  of  the  confiderableft  portions 
of  our  life  5  and  laftly  fmce  there  is 
no  comparifon  between  the  perfec¬ 
tion,  that  may  be  acquir’d  by  Ufe  a- 
lone,and  that  little  knowledge, which 
the  Rules  doe  giue  us. 

But  how  great  foeverthe  Advan¬ 
tages  are ,  which  we  may  propofe  to 

our 
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our  felves  in  this  Education  by  U[c> 
there  are  fome  lnconveniencesy  vvhich 
we  muft  not  conceale ,  and  which  de* 
ferve  to  be  examiû’d. 


CH  AP.  IX. 

The  Inconveniences  of  this  Way 
ofTeacbing  Latin.  I.  T bat 
Motbers  jball  not  tmder- 
fiand  tbeir  orvn  Cbildren. 
IVbat  rcfpect  roc  are  to  bave 
to  this  lnconvenience. 

I,  It  may  be  reckon’d  for  an  un- 
avoidable  Inconvenience ,  thatChil- 
dren  know  not  their  Mother-tongue 
for  fome  years.  Their  Parents,  thac 
know  no  Latin ,  are  ail  thitwhile  de- 
priv’d  of  the  pleafure  of  being  diver* 
ted  by  the  pretty  Babes. 

ej.  m 
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Firft ,  This  is  nothing  to  thofe, 
that  nave  noChildren,  or  that  hâve 
inany,  or  that  love  them  but  indif- 
ferently.  But  I  know  that  fome 
çerfons ,  otherwife  very  rational,  in- 
tending  to  hâve  their  Children  in- 
flrudted  this  way,  and  having  been 
fatisfi’d  as  to  fome  other  difficultés, 
could  not  overcome  this.  In  the 
mean  time  it  appears  not  reafonable 
to  me.  For,befidçs  that  they  fhould 
confider ,  that  the  Creator  and  Lord 
of ail  things  does  not  give  us  our  Chil¬ 
dren  for  Puppets ,  to  play  and  divert 
ourfèlves  with  ,  witnout  feeking  and 
procuring  their  true  good  and  wel- 
fare.i  theyoughtalfoto  confider,  that 
ihe  ‘delight  3  which  thofe  Children 
give  us  m  fo  tender  an  âge ,  ean  bc 
but  very  fiight  and  tranficory  •  where- 
as  the  pleafure  of  a  good  Education 
is  rational ,  folid  3  andlafiing  as  long 
as  we  live  .*  Again  ,  that  the  bef: 
teffimony^  they  can  give  to  them* 
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felvesand  to  others  of  a  genuineaf- 
fedlion  to  their  Children  ,  is  >  the 
care  they  fliall  take  to  prevent  their 
il^and  trouble  $  threatnings  and  pain, 
teares ,  vexation,  and  fubjeftion  5  to 
ail  which  another  Education  may 
fubjedlthem  :  Further,  thataratio- 
nal  Love  obligeth  them  to  preferr 
to  an  indifereet  fondnefs  the  great  be- 
nefîts ,  which  their  Children  may 
reape  from  thence  5  and  that ,  if  they 
will  hâve  no  regard  to  reafon  nor  truc 
and  durable  contentmenc,  they  oughc 
at  leaft  to  confider  >  that  thisfilence 
of  their  Children  to  them  will  non 
laft  but  from  their  fécond  to  their 
fourthyearof  âge,  and  that  then 
they  raay  begin  to  learne  their  Mo- 
ther  tongue,and  after  they  are  confïr- 
m’din  the  Latin, they  may  then  keep 
them  at  home ,  and  not  loofe  them 
out  of  their  fighe.  Thefe  Cenfidc- 
rations  ought,  me  thinks ,  to  prevaile 
foasto  render  Mothers  reafonable  in 
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this  point5  and  efpecially  the  laft.’ 
For  it  muft  be  a  very  blind  affection, 
not  to  bfcable  to  deprive  on’s  felfof 
the  contentment  tofee  a  Child,  by 
committing  ic  fora  yeare  or  twoto 
the  truft  of  fome  vertuous,  civil  ,  and 
rational  perfon ,  after  we  havewith- 
out  trouble  abandon’d  them  fortwo 
vvhoIeyearestoaNnrfe,  which/com- 
monly  hath  neither  modération,  nor 
civiliry  ^  nor  flore  of  tendernefs  in 
vvhat  concerns  the  rational  care,  due 
to  children. 

But  we  may  adde  here,  that  Mo- 
thers  might  be  indulged  in  the  fond- 
nefs  to  their Children,  fo  farrasto 
let  them  fee  them  fometimes  vvith- 
out  any  danger  of  hindring  or  fpoy- 
ling  their  Latin,  An  hour  of  inter¬ 
ruption  vvill  not  fenfibly  alter  a  cuf- 
tome  already  taken-,  and  I  fcç,  that 
Expérience  hath  put  thofe,  whoe- 
ducate  fuch  Children,  above  this 
fcruple^fince  they  permit  their  Parents 
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to  fee  them  as  ofeen  as  they  can 
reafonably  defire. 


CH  A  P.  X. 

"Tbat  Childrcn  thu-t  itiJlntSîed 
fiall  hgorp  lefs  tbeir  M otber- 
tonguc.  'The  niflnl^c  lu  apbrc - 
benclnig jucb  an  Incon'penince . 

1 1.  TT  may  befeared  ,  thatifChil- 
JLdren  diould  leatn  Latin  firft, 
they  would  lefs  know  the  Tongue 
oftheir  native  Contry,  thanifthey 
had  learnt  that  firft.  This  inconve¬ 
nance  would  îndeed  be  confiderable, 
fince  ’tis  important  toknowourMo- 
ther- tongue  asperfeftly ,  as  is  poffi- 
ble.  But  it  is  to  be  confider’d  i  I. 
That  the  Romans  did  not  the  lefs  per- 
feâly  learn  Creek  in  Greece ,  althougfj 
they  had  learnt  their  own  Tongue  a 
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long  time  before  they  under/lood  a 
Word  of  Greek .  2 .  That  the  Childern, 
which  are  carried  into  forraign  Con* 
tr’ys  at  the  âge  of  9.  or  10.  years, 
there  to  learn  the  Language ,  doe 
not  the  lefs  perfedtly  learn  it,  al- 
though  they  nave  fpoken  their  Mo- 
ther-tongue  for  8.  or  9.  yearcs  to- 
gether.  3.  That  the  Habit,  which 
Montagne  had  acquired  in  the  Latin 
Tongue ,  did  not  hinder  him  from 
learning  to  fpeak  French  as  well  as 
âny  man  of  his  time,  nor  from  bc- 
ing  a  Pattern  to  one  of  the  mofi  e- 
loquent  men  of  his  time ,  and  who 
hath  foliovv’d  clofeft  the  Eloquence 
of  the  Antients. 

After  thefe  experiments  ,  which 
are  over-fufficient  to  lhew,  that  we 
fljall  not  the  lefs  knovvour  Mother- 
tongue  for  having  learnt  Latin  fîrfi  ; 
it  is  needlefs  to  fay  ,  That  the  La¬ 
tin  Tongue,being  incomparably  more 
difficult  than  our  own,  ’tis  the  more 
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fie  to  be  learne  firfi:  of  ail.  It  will 
fuffice  to  confider ,  that  gawtilU», 
exhorting  the  Romans  to  learn  Greek 
by  Ufe  alonc  and  in  their  Infancy, 
fticks  not  toalledg,  That  the  Greek 
is  much  more  difficult  than  the  La¬ 
tin  \  which  though  he  could  hâve 
proved  very  eafily  and  irréfragable , 
y?t  hc  loved  rather ,  to  doeit  by  this 
only  reafon  >  viz.  That  the  Latin 
Tonga e  being  at  Rome  mort  generally 
in  ufe  than  the  Greek,  it  would  ftak 
intothe  me  mer  y  ,  whether  ont  would 
or  no. 

We  muft  therefore  not  think,  that 
this  Preference ,  we  give  to  the  La¬ 
tin,  will  hinder  us  in  the  knovvledg 
of  our  Mother-tongue.  On  the  con- 
ttary ,  ’tis  eafie  to  fore-fee ,  that 
thisis  one  ofthe  greateft  advantages 
of  this  way  of  teaching  ,  that  it  con¬ 
tribuées  much  to  the  knowledg  of 
our  îylother-tongue,  by  giving  us 
leifure  to  apply  ourfelves  more  to  ir, 

than 
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than  we  could  doe ,  if  we  learnt  Lu¬ 
tin  by  Rules.  For,  Children  fliall 
be  able  to  read  and  fpeak  the  Lan- 
guage  of  their  Country  during  the 
famé  time,  which  is  commonly  fpent 
jn  learning  the  Rules ,  and  during 
which  we  are ,  as  ’twere  forc’d  ,  to 
forbid  them  the  vfe  of  their  Mother- 
tongue ,  that  we  may  conftraine  them 
to  apply  themfelves  only  to  Latin , 
to  beat  that  into  their  heads. 


CHAP. 
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CH  AP.  XI. 

III.  T bat  Children  ivill  banc 

notbing  to  doe  front  tbe  fc- 
ventb  yeare  of  tbeir  Age  to 
tbe  fftee/itb  or  fxtcaitb.Tbat 
tbis  pretended  iuconvenience 
i/  a  trtte  Advantage  for  reall 

III,  T  Shonld  be  fomewhat  afha- 
Xm’d  to  propofe  as  an  Incon¬ 
venance  the  time  fav’d  in  this  kind 
of  Education ,  if  this  Inconvenance 
had  not  been  very  ferioufly  propos’d 
by  men  otherwife  of  good  fenfe5and 
who  even  take  a  great  care  of  the 
Education  of  their  Children,  They 
fay  then ,  that  Children  will  hâve 
*  very  great  Intervall  of  time  from 

Seaven 
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Seaven  to  Filteen  or  Sixteen  years^that 
one  fliall  not  knovv,  what  to  doc 
\vith  them.  The  Anfwer  to  begi- 
ven  to  this  Objection  ,  is  apparent 
enough  from  what  hath  been  laid 
already  5  but  it  may  not  be  a  mils  3 
to  propofe  it  here  at  length. 

I  doe  not  well  know  3  how  men? 
that  complaine  of  the  Shortnefs  of 
the  Life  of  man ,  and  who  are  not 
able  either  to  leflen  thenumberand 
vaftnefs  of  things  defirable  to  be 
knovvn y  or  to  lengthen  Life3fliould 
Vvant  matter  to  employ  it ,  as  long 
as  it  fhall  laft  *  and  how  thofe,  who 
avow  j  that  Latin  may  be  learnt 
till  the  âge  of  feaven  years,  doubt, 
Whether  theie  will  be  matter  enough 
of  more  confequence  than  the  Latin 
Tong ,  to  takc  up  the  time  from  fea¬ 
ven  yearsl  to  fifteen.  For3ifyoube 
onely  in  paine ,  how  to  employ  them> 
without  changing  the  ordinary  courfe 

of  inftruâing  Children  in  Learning  * 
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youmay  give  them  to  read  from  time 
tourne,  not  only  Tome  of  the  fa- 
miliar  Lctters  or  Orations  of  Cictro , 
as  is  vfual,  bue  alfo  his  Books  of 
OrAtory ,  and  ail  his  Philofophical 
Works  ,  wherein  there  is  fo  inucli 
matter  to  learn  and  ftudy  5  befides, 
Qninùlian  ,  Terence ,  theCommen- 
tarics  of  Cafar,  fliny  the  Younger, 
Livy  y  Sdlnfl ,  Çolumdla  ,  Tacitns  , 
Vliny  the  Elder  &c.  then  Virgile  and 
fome  feledlcd  parts  of  Ovid,  Horace  > 
&c.  Further ,  the  modem  Hiftori* 
ans,  as  Cambden^  Strada ,  Majfeuc^ 
VahIu*  Iovius  ,  Thuanus ,  &c.  noc 
to  mention  fo  many  Trench  Books, 
that  may  be  recommended  to  their 
perufal  during  that  time. 

It  cannot  bedoubted,  but  that 
thofe  and  fuch  like  Books  vvili  em- 
ploy  a  Child  untill  it  be  17.  or  i$é 
years  old.  2.  That  fuch  employ ment 
yvill  bemore  beneficiallto  Childrcn, 
«han  the  ruks  of  theLanguage.j.Thac 
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it  will  be  more  pleafing  and  delight 
full  to  them.  4.  Thatit  ic  will  prove 
3  great  café  to  the  Paients  5  t bat 
cannot  beat  the charges  requifite  to 
entertaine  Tutors  at  home  ^  foraf- 
jnuch  as  after  their  Children  fhall 
hâve  learnt  the  Latin  Tongue  by 
Ufe  alone ,  they  may  be  placed  in 
Colkdgcs  j  and  there  applyed  toread 
Authors  and  Books  written  in  the 
Language  of  their  ovvnCountry,  and 
efpecially  fuch  asbelong  to  the  Hifto- 
ty  thereof,  during  the  timej  whicït 
other  Children  fpendin  the  inferior 
Schools  5  making  them  give  an  ac- 
count,  of  what  they  thus  read5in 
the  intervals  of  thofe  Schools. 

But  as  men  are  born  to  knovv  o- 
ther  things,  befides  Fables ,  Rheto- 
rick  and  Hiflory  >  and  fince  theie  is 
much  knowledg  more  neceflary,  and 
Children  are  capable  to  be  entred  in 
fuch  knowledge  -,  it  will  certainly  be 
found  j  that  that  pretended  Vacttan;, 
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}iow  great  foever  ic  mav  appear,  vvill 
hardly  be  futficienc  to  learn,  whac 
a  Child  well  born  can  and  ought  to 
know ,  before  it  is  engaged  in  any 
ProfeiTion. 

Ic  would  be  the  only  means  to  e- 
quall  the  Antients  by  following  their 
txample:  For,  they  hâve  noc  fur- 
pafïed  us ,  but  inthis  ,  thac  they  em- 
ployed  in  learning  toDefign,  Arich- 
mctick,  Geometry,  Mufick,  Exer- 
cifes,  Eloquence,  Philofophy,  and 
Armes,  that  famé  time,  we  fpend 
in  learning  the  Rules  of  a  Language. 
And  chiswas  thac,  vvhichmade  their 
Philofophers  Souldiers ,  (as  we  may 
fee  in  the  perfoii  of  Socrates')  and 
their  Générais  Orators  and  Philofo* 
phers,  as  Xenophon,  Alexander  j 
Cæfar,  and  fo  manyothers. 

Ic  would  be  proper ,  t9  fliow 
in  this  place ,  that  Children  are  ca¬ 
pable  to  underftand  fome  of  the  Sci¬ 
ences ,  anleven  the  moft  important 
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and  the  moft  necc-ffary.  For  thac 
purpofe  it  would  fuffice  to  alledge, 
that  ’tis  a  thing  that  hach  beentry- 
ed,  not  only  by  the  Antients,  as 
eafily  appeares  by  reading  Flato  and 
jtrijlotlc,  where  there  are  exprefs 
places ,  but  alfoby  the  Modems-,  and 
that  moft  of  the  Sciences  maybefo 
propof’d  ,  that  the  ftudy  of  them 
tvill  rather  be  a  divertifment ,  than 
a  Labor.  But  it  will  befit  to  add* 
that  though  we  had  no  Exferienec 
of  it ,  yet  it  vvere  cafy  to  fore- 
fee ,  that  it  would  be  fo ,  by  Rtafou. 
îor  thofe ,  that  are  moft  tyed  to  the 
Teaching  of  Latin  by  Rules ,  muft 
the  more  grant,  that  they  fuppofc, 
Children  are  capable  to  underftand 
them.  But  there  is  none  ofall  thofe, 
who  teach  Crammar ,  that  knows  not, 
thatit  contains,  i.  Th zldtas  of  the 
different  parts  of  Difcourfe,  2.  The 
Rules  for  each  of  thofe  different  parts. 
3,  The  Rules  oftheir  Compofition, 

call’d 
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calfd  Syntaxe.  They  mu(l  there- 
fore  Iüdge  Children  capable  to  un- 
derftand  ail  thac ,  even  from  the  Age 
of  6.  or  7.  years.  And  indeed  3  I 
hâve  knovvn  fome  of  thac  âge,  v/ho 
had  pafs'd  thoroughall  thofe$,  parts* 
and  underftood  them.  Now  Ifay> 
that  whofoever  is  capable  to  enter  in* 
to  thac  knowledge  by  thac  way,  is 
capable  alfo  to  enter  into  almoft  ail 
Scienecs*  efpecially  thofe,  theObje& 
ofvvhich  is  fenfible. 

i#  What  concerns  the  tdeas  of 
the  different  parts  of  difeours,  we 
muft  grant,  thac  they  cannoc  be  un¬ 
derftood  ,  unlefs  you  raake,  in  gene- 
rall  atleaft,  the  diÛin&îon  of  Sub- 
ftance,  Accident ,  Place,  Time,  Ac¬ 
tion,  Pafïïon,  and  of  ail  the  Relati¬ 
ons,  thence  refulting;  which  com- 
prehends  that  part  of  the  Mctafhy 
fteks  ,  \ve  Call  Categories  or  PreXi- 
camcnts  •  which  we  knovy  to  be  very 
abftraiï,  they  being  onlyinvencedto 
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facilitate  thc  Mental!  diftinXion  of 
naanythings,  which  vve  commonly 
feeconfus’d  in  Nature.  Now  who 
can  doubt ,  but  it  vvill  be  more  eafy 
tofhow  to  a  Child  the  Rifing  and 
Setting  of  the  Sun,  and  Moon,and 
the  other  Principes  of  Ccfmografh y, 
which  they  may  be  direXed  to  fee 
vvithout  vexing  them  with  AbftraXi- 
ons$  and  afterwards  to  make  them 
pafs  to  Geogràfhj  0  and  the  other  Sci¬ 
ences  depending  thereon, 

2.  As  to  the  different  Inflexions 
or  Accidents  of  Speech,  who  fees  not, 
that  they  dépend  on  a  thoufandeq- 
ftraûions  from  Perfons  ,  Time  paf- 
fed,prefent,  and  to  corne  *  That  the 
Infinitivc  comprehends  inits  Idc  a  thc 
abftradîion  of  ail  the  différences  of 
Time,  Numbers  and  Perfons  <  And 
that  in  the  Times,  given  to  it^itis 
neverthelefs  Infirntine  ,  that  is,  In- 
defînite,  becaufe  it  containes  in  its 
Idc  a  the  AbftraXion  from  ail  Perfons  / 

That 
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That  the  diflinftion  of  tliofe  Moodt 
dépends  on  the  diftinftion,  whichis 
between  the  Idu  of  the  fimple  In¬ 
dication  ,  and  that  of  Commande  and 
Deftre&c.  That  the  Cafés  of  Neu/is 
are  at  leaft  as  abflraitcd ,  as  the 
Moois  of  Verbs ,  and  yet  more  diffi- 
cult  to  underftand  <  And  this  being 
fo ,  who  can  doubt ,  but  a  Child 
would  be  more  capable  to  under* 
ftand  Hiflsry  with  fome  Figures  i  That 
the  Généalogies  themfelves ,  who 
make  one  of  the  greatefl:  difficultés 
thereof,  would  not  bemorc  eafieto 
htm ,  then  the  reducing  of  a  Dériva¬ 
tive  to  its  Primitive  ,  call'd  the  In- 
veftigationof  the  Thème;  and  that 
it  would  Dot  be  more  ready  to  him, 
to  remember,  e.  g.  that  the  King  is 
the  Ifiue  of  Robert  Count  of  Cler¬ 
mont  ,  Son  of  St.  Lo»ys  defeended  of 
Hugb  Cdfet ,  iflued  of  childebrand 
fon  of  Charles  Martel ,  borne  of  the 
Marnage  ef  Ansbert  and  Rlitilâe 
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Daughter  of  Clotaire  the  Firft  5  than 
tofay5  that  fuch  a  Word  is  thethird 
perfonof  the  fingular  number  of  the 
preter-plus-perfcél  Tenfe  of  the  Sub- 
jonâive  of  the  Pafiîiveof  fach  a  Verbe, 
In  fhort  5  there  is  not  a  Child  ^ 
vvhich  you  may  not  make  compre- 
Iiend  fooner  the  Demonftration  of  thac 
Theorem  oiGeometry  (and  of  almofi: 
ail  otbers)  which  faith  5  if  trvo  Sides 
are  equall  to  trvo  Sides  ,  and  the  Angle 
to  the  Argle  ?  ihe  whole  is  eqtiall  -,  than 
the  fimple  terms  of  the  follovring 
Ruleof Sjntax 5  which  mayfervefor 
an  Example  of  many  other  Rules  5 
If  trvo  Subfantives  ?neet  of  dif¬ 
ferent  Genders  and  different  Perjons  • 
then  the  Adj  etfive  or  Relatif of  the  Plu- 
7 ail  Number  mu f  agréé  rvith  the  more 
noble  Cendery  and  the  Verbe  being 
*l(o  of  the  Plural  >  muft  accord  rvith 
the  more  noble  Perfon ,  or  rvith  the  latter 
Subflanttve 5  crjvhen  the  Subflantives 
are  çftbings  lnamr&ate  3  the  Adjcffive 
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ii  to  bt  pu t  in  tbi  Neuter  Cendre  ,  or  ti 
vmjl  Agréé  rvitbthe  latcr  Subflantive. 
Wemight  therefore  teach  Children 
to  Read  and  Pronounce  well ,  ('which 
i$  a  thiog  very  rare  and  neceflary  -,  ) 
to  Write,  tocaft  Accompt  ; H:fto- 
ry,  Geometry ,  (forafmuch  as  it  re¬ 
lates  to  ordinary  ufej^the  Princi- 
ples  of  Mechanicksj  the  Anatomy 
ofManîthe  Principes  of  PhyGck  ; 
Hiftory ,  and  the  Cuftom  and  Laws 
of  their  Country.  And  thefe  are  the 
particulars  of  what  may  be  called 
very  Vfefull  and  very  neceffary  know¬ 
ledge. 

Ifyou  add  thereto  thofe  many  other 
Arts ,  which  regard  Politenefs  or  ho- 
neft  Divertifments ,  as  the  Hiftory 
of  Nature,  Coftnography  ,  Geogra- 
phy ,  a  generall  Scheme  of  Chrono- 
logy ,  the  Hiftory  of  the  greateft  and 
moft  Illuftrious  Nations  ,  of  the  pre- 
fentand  former  timesj  that  which  is 
nataral  and  generall  in  Crammar  , 

F  4.  (to, 
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(t o  vvhich  might  be  referred  vvhat 
is  partîcular  in  ever  Mother-tongue,) 
fhe  Italian  and  Spanijh  longues,  thc 
learning  whereof  \viU  berendred  very 
eafy  by  knowing  thc  Latin  5  the 
Greeke  3  Natural  Philofophy>Mufick, 
Engins ,  Perfpeéiive  ,  Hydraulicks  ,t 
the  Exercifes  of  the  Body  neceilary 
fo  Civil  Society,  as  Dancing  (asfarr 
as  ic  ferves  to  a  handfome  garb  and 
comely  behaviour ,  )  Riding,Fencing, 
Swimming,  and  Games  of  wit  and 
dexterity.  If,  Ifay,  ail  thefe  things 
be'  added  for  thofe,  that  are  capable 
thereof  (vvhich  oftner  happens ,  than 
h  imaginé  ,  )  or  fome  of  them,  for 
thofe,  vvhofe  Genius  is  lefs  ready  , 
\Ve  fliall  find  ,  without  amufing  Ch’l- 
creri  in  things  altogether  ufelefs  , 
vvherevvith  fo  to  fîll  up  that  fpace  of 
tinte,  that  there  will  be  many  more, 
rhat  will  find  it  too  fhort  for  fo  many 
things ,  titan  there  will  be  of  thofe, 
that  are  troubled  hovv  \,o  fpend  it> 


I 
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I  fpeak  not  of  orher  Arts ,  having 
already  faid  more  than  enoughofic, 
not  only  to  difabufe  thofe  y  whom 
fo  flight  areafon  fhould  deterr  5  bue 
to  excite  ail  thefe  5  who  knovv  the 
importance  of  the  Arts ,  I  hâve  fpo- 
ken  of ,  to  embrace  vvith  Ioy  ail  the 
meanes  >  that  may  be  given  them  for 
itj  to  pafs  through  them-,  a  time, 
outof  vvhich  we  cannot  thinktolearn 
them  but  out  of  feafon. 

Yet  1  cannot  abfhine  from  ma- 
king  herean  overture  to  thofe,  thac 
are  capable  of  it.  We  mightfindin 
the  Mechanïcks  fomevery  civertifing 
and  very  vfefull  Spe&acles  ©rSightsa 
which  un-tiring  the  minds  of  Chil- 
dren  would  fill  them  with  certain 
ldea.'Sy  raifing  their  Imagination3and 
rendring  it  capable  to  invent  and 
produce  of  it  felf.  There  are  few 
Mcchanical  Artsy  where  amanofna- 
turall  endowments  may  noc  fînd 
much  to  learn^  and  I  believe,  thac 

ail 
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ail  thofe,  v/ho  fhall  give  themfelveç 
the  leifure  to  examine  fome  ofthera, 
will  fine! ,  that  Socrates  had  reafon 
to  fay ,  that  there  are  none  but  Ar - 
tifis  and  Crafts-tncn^  that  really 
know  any  thing.  Gardemng  ,  HvJ- 
banàrj ,  Ch'jmiftr'j  ?  Weaving  ot 
Stnjfs  and  Tafijleries ,  Watch-makirig, 
Refînixg  rfîelting^Lngravïngi  Etching 2 
Stone-cuttirg  3  ïVire-  dramng  ,  Bjingy 
T anning ,  GunfQwder-making ,  «S^/n 
feter-makivg  &.  will  certainly  fur- 
nifh  young  men  with  very  pleafing 
and  ofefull  divertifcuients:  And  Vis  non 
cafy  to  conceive,  vvhat  great  know¬ 
ledge  may  be  drawn  from  thence3 
without  which  one  cannot  vvell  en¬ 
ter  into  the  Study  of  Naturall  Phi- 
lofophy.  Nothiogvvereeafier,  than 
to  rfiew  the  U(es  thereof  in  particu- 
lars ,  and  to  difpofe  thofe  divertife¬ 
ments  in  their  naturall  order  5  but  that 
this  is  not  a  place  fit  to  tteat  there¬ 
of. 


CHAPa 
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CH  A  P.  XII. 

T/je  Confequences  of  tbat  ad- 
yant  âge.  I.  Fer  tbe  Cboice  of 
a  Profejfion. 

I.  TT  is  therefore  very  advanta- 
Igious  in  it  felf  to  havetime 
to  enter  intq  ail  tliac  knovvledg  :Buc 
thac  advantage  vvill  doubdefs  appear 
incomparably  greacer,  if  we  confi- 
der  the  Confequences  thereof.  For 
x.  by  chat  meanes  vve/liould  be  able 
to  try  ihenaturall  Capacityof  Chil- 
drenand  their  Inclination ,  by  fuccef- 
fively  prefcnting  to  them  ail  thofe 
difFerenc  Principles ,  and  ail  thofe 
Arts;  among  which  wemight  chufe 
that ,  to  which  they  fliould  be  found 
to  be  mofl  difpofd  :  Which  is  of 
great  importance  for  the  fetling  of  men 
in  Civill  Society ’s.  And 
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And  the  Sight  tliereof  oughtnot 
to  offend  thofe,  who  are  refolved 
not  to  engage  their  Childrenbut 
in  high  Protedions.  Hovv  worthy 
and  honourable  foever  a  Profefiîon 
be  ,  theperfon,  thatisinveftedwith 
it,  may  be  bue  litcle  worth  andof 
fmall  efteem ,  if  he  hâve  no  natu- 
ralldifpoficion  to  it;  andonthecon- 
trary,  he  that  excells  in  a  médiocre 
condition,  may  render  himfelf  very 
conflderable.  The  Arts  of  Painting 
and  Architecture  are  Civil  and  In- 
genious  Profeflîons,  .but  perhaps  lefs 
honorable  than  that  of  a  Larvyer, 
yet  there  is  no  rational  man,  that 
would  not  much  rather  be  Monfeur 
le  Brun  y  or  Monfieur  Manjurd^  than 
a  weak  Advocat. 

It  would  therefore  be  a  great  ad- 
vantage  to  youch ,  to  be  able  to  try 
themfelves ,  and  to  be  try’d  by  vvift 
men ,  upon  the  generall  view  >  that 
flioald  bc  allow’d  them  of  fo  many 

different 
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different  Arts.But  then,  th's  would alfo 
be  a  great  advanrage  to  Arts.For’tis 
beyond  doubt,chat,  if  thofe,  whofe 
VnderfLndings  hâve  betn  open’d  by 
Letters  and  Leaming,did  takc  them 
in  hmd ,  whstherit  were  to  pradticc 
them  ,  oronly  to  take  good  notice  of 
them,  they  would  in  a  ihorc  dme 
improve  them ,  and  adde  to  them 
manythings,  which  elfe  nothing  bue 
Chance  would  introduce ,  and  which 
ordinarily  is  not  introduced ,  but  in 
a  long  ua&  of  years. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

IL  For  M arm  ers. 

I  j#  s  u  ■  ''Hat  Generall  View  of 
JL  Arts  would  not  only 
lerve  torender  men  Able ,  but  alfo  to 
tnake  them  more  Honeft  and  more 
Vertuous.  Ic  would  be  a  means  to 

keep 


?8  9  ttclu  tuap of Ccacljfttg  Cijnï>?cu 

keep  them  from  ail  Idlentfs  ;  for  ic 
wouîd  provc  a  delightfull  occupation, 
and  a  prévention  of  fpending  preious 
time  in  trifl.es  or  doing  ill.  Andvvho 
doubts,  butthatmen  are  often  ouc 
of  humor,  for  want  of  good  or  in- 
nocently  divcrtifing  employment  ? 
Which  happens .  becaufe  they  are 
deftitute  of  knowledge ,  and  hâve 
liot  been  rnade  fenfible  of  many 
things  ,  the  underftanding  of  which 
is  very  delightfull  and  very  harmlefs. 
W  ho  can  doubt ,  that  the  Ignorance 
and  infenfibility ,  which  is  among  men 
concetning  fuch  things ,  is  the  fourfe 
of  fo  much  trifling  Converfation , 
and  of  fo  many  ridiculous  playesand 
divertifements ,  which  are  not  tolle- 
rable  but  when  men  are  tired  of  fe¬ 
rions  bufirfefs,  and  which  yetfoma- 
Oy  make  their  only  bufinefs ,  being 
tedious  to  themfelves  ail  their  lite 
time,  and  yet  not  underftanding, 
that  there  are  other  things,  thatmay 
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be  delighted  in  f'Jnflrorr,  wlio  can 
believe ,  that  a  Man,  having  the 
ufe  of  his  fienfes,  can  withoutaMi- 
racle  forbear  -vicieus  pleafures,  if 
liis  Ejes  and  Eans  hâve  no:  been 
inured  to  find  a  fenfible  plcafnre  in 
fuch  objeds,  as  cf  themfelves  doe 
not  lead  to  vice,  and  if  his  Mini 
hâve  not  been  difpofed  to  find  plea- 
fure  in  things  abftra&ed  ftom  Mat- 
ter ,  (as  are  the  Eure  Mathcnuticks,  ) 
or  in  theother  Sciences,  that  are  more 
Materiall,  but  fuch  as  hâve  lefs  re¬ 
lation  to  the  Objeds  of  the  Senfes, 
which  commonly  are  the  ruine  of  ail 
tnen. 

’Tis  true,  that  ail  thofe  things 
will  never  breed  chriftiatt  Vertue , 
nor  yetMerall  vertue ,  becaufethere 
lurks  a  fnare  in  them  ail,. and  they 
may  be  turn'dto  ill  ufe»  but  Ican- 
not  but  believe;  that  ’tis  eafier  to 
be  morally  honeft  mth ,  than  mth- 
<wtthem.  And  befides itfeems, that 

fiertll 
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~Wrsil venue is  a  dîfpofition  to  chrif 
tia»  venue-,  fince  that,when  at  length 
\ve  are  become  ,  for  exemple ,  Tem- 
perace  and  luft  ,  upon  what  motive 
loever ,  \ve  need  r.o  more  but  to 
change  the  Objeft ,  to  render  that 
T emperance  and  that  Iufbce  Chrif 
and  that  this  change  of  Objeû,how 
impoflible  foever  it  may  feem  to  the 
foie  flrength  of  Nature  ,  feems  lefs 
difficult  j  ihan  the  change  of  Life. 

But  'tis  hot  only  in  that >  whers 
this  Way  of  inftruâing  Children 
may  fetve  to  form  their  Manners  ; 
bue  alfo  herein ,  that  it  puts  Children 
into  a  condition  to  returne  early  to 
be  undet  the  Condüdt  of  their  Fa- 
thets  and  Mothers ,  vvho  doe  love 
and  pradice  Chriftianintegrity.  As 
there  are  but  very  few  of  fuch ,  \ve 
muftavow,  that,  how great  foever 
that  advantage  be ,  it  regards  but 
few  perfons. 

This  we  wouîd  [not  hâve  under- 

ftood 
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ftood  ,  as  if  we  derogated  from  the 
Vertueof  thofe,  vvho  employ  them- 
felves  in  a  publick  way  to  infhudl  Chil- 
dren  -,  Ail  vve  would  fay ,  is  this , 
thac  ’tis  very  hard>  to  take  parti- 
cular  care  of  Children,  that  are  e- 
ducated  inCommon;  and  thar5unlefs 
it  fliould  be  thought  fie  toalterthe 
ordinary  and  received  Methodof  Stu- 
dies  (which  perhaps  would  meetwich 
great  difficultés  from  întereff,  incapa- 
çity,  and  humerfomnefs  )  that  cannoc 
bedonefor  themfin  Common ,  vvhat 
may  be  done  in  private^  and  doe 
you  what  yoa  an,  you  fhtll  nevetr 
give  them  in  thofe  places  the  Air 
cf  the  World ,  I  mean ,  that  under- 
ifanding  and  deportment,  which 
dépends  from  a  free  and  uninter- 
rupted  manly  converfe  ,  without 
which  ic  will  be  very  hard  to 
mould  their  Spirit  and  their  Manners. 

But  yet  we  will  grant,to  the  comfort 
of  thofe  that  arc  not  quaiified  nor 

G  able 
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ablc  to  educate  theirChildren  in  pri- 
vatc,  that  they  may  be  brcd  in 
Common  after  a  manner,  whichap- 
proaches  very  rnuch  to  this  way,\ve 
are  giveing  the  Model  of  5  provi- 
ded  that  the  perfons ,  with  whom  you 
entruft  them ,  hâve  good  Principes 
of  Religion ,  conftancy ,  gentlenefs 
and  difcretion  -,  that  they  nndertake 
rot  too  many  •,  and  hâve  thofe  whom 
they  receive,  conftantly  intheir  Eye> 
rcceiving  none  that  are  ill  natur  d,  or} 
if  they  chance  to  doe,  prefently 
difmiflfmg  them:  Befides,  that  they 
be  able ,  if  not  each  in  particular,  at 
leaft  alltogether ,  to  inftill  into  them 
by  converfation  the  Generall  Princi- 
ples  of  thofe  Arts  and  ScienceSj  that 
areof  any  importance. 

This  therefore  would  be  oneof  the 

meanes,  which  Parents  (hould  ufe 

themfelves  to  form  their  Children  to 

honeftyand  good  knowledge,  or  to 

tnake  thofe .  whom  they  (hall  cm- 

ploy 
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ploy  about  them,  toufeit.  This 
vvould  indeed  prove  zCourfc  cf  Philo- 
fophj  5  diffufcd  through  ail  the  avi¬ 
ons  of  their  life,  and  refulting  from 
the  Entertainmejits  and  Examples , 
that  llionld  be  given  them  by  Spca- 
king  and  A&ing  before  them,  as  we 
vvould  hâve  they  (hould  fpeak  and  aft. 

This  W9uld  nothinder  them  from 
going  to  hear  Orators  and  Philo- 
îophers,  in  due  time-,  but  ’tîs  like- 
ly  they  vvould  not  need  it,  andthac 
this  domeftick  Courfe  of  Philofo- 
phy,  which  they  (hould  make  with- 
ouc  being  aware  of  it ,  vvould  bc  no 
lefs  regular  nor  lefs  benèfîciall  5  nor 
lefs  compleat ,  than  that,  which 
they  (hould  make  in  a  Colledge.  I 
could  difpence  with  my  felt  for 
giving  a  more  particular  and  precife 
Idu,  andperhaps  (hould  doe  becter 
to  forbear  5  in  the  Iudgement  of  fome 
perfons,  that  are  not  convinced,thac 
the  method ,  wherein  Philofophy 

G  2  is 
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is  taught ,  ferves  Unie  to  the  forming 
of  Difcourfe,  Reafoning  and  Man- 
ners  j  and  ro  the  knowledg  of  Na¬ 
ture  ;  But  if  this  Idea  is  of  no  ufe  to 
fuch  perfons,  it  will  perhaps  not  be 
ufelefs  to  thofe,  who  are  already 
convinced  of  that  truth ,  or  are  willing 
tobe  informed  therein. 

I  wifh  therefore,  that  the  Rbeto- 
tick  Of  Children  might  be  ruade  to 
confift  in  feafonable  Speaking  and 
Silence  j  in  expreffing  themfèlves 
ttianly  ,  briefly,  fignîficantly  ,  and 
futably  to  the  motiohs  or  payions  ? 
«vhich  every  thing  is  to  raife  iû  the 
Spirit  of  Sober  men  -,  in  relating  and 
examining  the  reafons  of  things,  and 
valuing  them  according  to  their  pie- 
cife  worth;  and  in  forming,  from 
their  infancy,  their  Geflure  and  Ekn 
cution. 

I  would  hâve  their  Logic k  tocon* 
fift  in  3ccuftoming  them ,  vvith  a  fevv 
Rules,  with  many  Correftions,  and 

with 
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witha  confiant  Vfe  of  reafening  a- 
right  upon  the  moft  frequent  occur¬ 
rences  of  life  ,  to  détermine  feldome^ 
to  efteem  it  an  honour  to  yield  to  rea- 
fç>n5to  Iudge  equitably,  to  fpeak 
their  opinion  modeflly  ,  todiftinguilh 
doubtfull  things  from  certainties, 
and  the  different  degrees  of  probabi* 
lity  and  evidencç  from  inevidence, 

I  would  teach  them  no  other  E- 
ihicks  or  Mirais  y  than  to  exercife 
them  to  fajfer  others,  and  to  endure 
themfelves  $  to  doe  nothing  in  paill¬ 
on,  or  at  leafl  to  hide  their  pallions 
tiU  they  (hall  hâve  maftered  them  5 
not  to  lift  themfelves  above  any  man 
Jhovv  pooror  wicked  foever5  to  be- 
lieve  y  that  ail  i 5  ill  done  3  what  is 
not  done  for  a  good  end. 

I  would  hâve  the  New  Ttftament 
read  unto  them5  afeer  they  hâve 
been  thus  prepafd:  anditmightbe 
made  out  to  them  (as  'tis  not  diffi- 
cult)  that  vvhatfoevet  is  taughc  and 

preferibed 
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prefcribed  there  3  is  confonant  to 
xight  Reafon.  I  ata  not  only  per- 
fuaded,  that  thofe  Mdxtrnts  y  ufed  in 
ail  their  Converfe  and  in  the  whole 
Conduit  of  their  Life,  vvould  ftand 
them  inftead  of  Morals,  but  that  ail 
other  Morals  are  ufelefs ,  and  can 
ferve  for  nothing ,  but  to  fîll  the 
head  with  vaine  fpeculations. 

After  thefe  things  I  know  not , 
whether  I  fliould  fpeak  of  Natura/l 
Thilofophy  ac  leaft ,  this  I  know  , 
that  Children  fhould  îlot  b t  tronblcd 
but  divcrted  therewith;  and  I  am 
perfuaded,  that,  having  beentaught 
to  efteem  nothing  greater  in  the  world 
than  Scrving  God>  and  Doing  goodto 
Min  y  they  need  employ  no  other 
time  for  thar.  knowledg  5  than  what 
is  requifîte  to  ftudy  the  Hiftory  of 
Nature.,  Mathematicks’*  and  fuch 
Arts ,  as  I  hâve  been  fpeaking  of , 
efpecially  Mech/wicks  x  Chywiflry  y 
and  Arntomy. 
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This  great  A  rt  of  Life ,  which 
Arifteth  himfelf  calls  vfcfull  Pbilo- 
fophj  would  docthe  whole  bufinefs. 
Lpon  this  Principle  one  might  pro- 
ceed  with  them  5  and  it  would  befo 
muchthe  moreeafie  toform  thernby 
this  meanes  to  vertue ,  that  they  ha- 
vingbeen  bted  up  in  the  Z/ifr»  tongue 
Untill  the  7th  year  of  their  Age , 
they  would  hâve  beenfheltered  from 
ail  the  idle  and  fottifh  converfe  of 
nieane  and  fervile  people,  whofe  nian- 
ners  they  are  elfe  foapt  totakeup: 
And  thus  they  would  not  enter  into 
the  world,  butatatime,  whenthey 
had  already  acquired  fome  habit  in 
good  5  nor  be  difcompofed  or  put 
out  in  the  converfation  with  reafo- 
nable  men,  as  other  Children  are ,  by 
the  ill  habit  they  hâve  taken  at  that 
âge  of  being  idle,  or  employed  in 
nothing  but  trifles. 
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C  H  A  P.  XIV. 

’lbc  Conclusion  of  tbis  Difcottife. 

THefe  are  the  Advantages^which 
I  am  perfvvaded  may  redouna> 
from  this  vvay  ofTeaching  the  Latin 
Tongue,  toLearning,  toArts,Sci- 
encesj  Manners.,  and  the  vvhole  con¬ 
duit  of  Life.  I  know  not,  vvhether 
they  bt  fo  5  as  they  4ppear  to  me  , 
and  vvhether  I  hâve  related  them  fuch 
as  they  are$  but  this  I  know5  that 
nothing  can  be  too  much  efteem’d  ? 
nor  too  vvell  received  ,  that  is  capa¬ 
ble  to  contribute  to  things  fo  impor¬ 
tant  to  humane  Society. 
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